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By    THOMAS    DAY,     Efq; 


Vedranfi  fangumofi  battagliej  inauditi  afTedii ;  fpaventevoli  facchi,  in* 
cendii,  e  rovinij  fuccelli  maritimi,  che  d'atrocita  non  cederanno  a 
terreftri ;  e  non  meno  atrocemente  poi  trafoortate  1'armi  da  vicini  mari 
d'Europa  ne'  piu  remoti  dell'  Indie.  Ufcira  fra  1'armi  qualche  volta 
ancora  il  negolio  ;  e  fra  Tinfano  ftrepito  della  guerra,  il  defiderio  natural 
delia  pace  Contuttocio  prevaleranno  poi  fempre  le  rovine,  le  morti,  e 
le  ftragi  per  ogni  Cato.  Bentivogllo  della  guerra  di  fiandra» 

Our  late  delufions  have  much  exceeded  any  thing  known  in  hiftory,  not 
even  excepting  thofe  of  the  crufades.  For,  I  fuppofe,  there  is  no  ma- 
thematical, dill  lefs  an  arithmetical  demonflration,  that  the  road  to  the 
Holy  Land,  was  net  the  road  to  Paradife,  as  there  is,  that  the  endlefs 
encreafe  of  national  debts  is  the  direct  road  to  national  ruin.— —So 
fegregious  indeed  has  been  our  folly,  that  we  have  even  loft  all  title  to 
companion,  in  the  numberlefs  calamities  that  are  waiting  us. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


I  beginning  of  this  efiay  was  publimed 
JL  fome  weeks  pad  in  the  London  Courant. 
Reafons  of  a  private  nature  prevented  its  continu^ 
ance  at  that  time ;  but  the  importance  of  the  fubi 
jecl;,  and  the  critical  fituation  of  this  country,  in* 
duced  the  author  to  rmifh  it  and  offer  it  to  the 
public  in  the  form  of  a  pamphlet.  The  hafle 
with  which  it  was  written,  and  the  neceffity 
of  its  immediate  publication,  may  perhaps  prove 
fome  apology  for  any  defects  that  may  be  found 
in  the  flyle,  method,  or  arrangement 


{ *  I 


ESSAY,        &c. 


ENGLAND  is  now  placed  in  the  mo  ft  critical 
fituation  fhe  has  ever  experienced,  fince  (he 
fcas  pofTeded  that  degree  of  power  and  pre-emi- 
nence which  (he  has  held  for  near  a  century,  amongfl 
the  neighbouring  nations.  Advanced  by  a  variety 
of  caufes  to  that  dangerous  fuperiority,  which 
never  fails  to  excite  the  jealpufy  of  every  other 
people,  that  is  placed  within  the  fphere  of  its 
attraclion,  (he  has  not  been  fafficiently  attentive 
to  prevent  by  her  moderation,  that  degree  of  envy 
\vhich  never  fails  to  attend  on  greatnefs.  Added, 
to  this,  ihe  has  miflaken  the  very  interefts  of  her 

\ 

own  ambition ;  and,  inftead  of  maintaining  in  per- 
fect vigour  thofe  refources  which  would  have 
overawed  the  jealoufy  ihe  excited,  fhe  has  foolilhly 
3avi(hed  them  in  the  moll  wild,  unprofitable  man- 
ner, that  ever  difo-raced  a  nation.  The  Colonies, 

'  O 

whofe  importance  we  now  too   late  acknowledge, 

B  appear 


appear  to  have  been  the  immediate  caufes  of  her 
greatnefs.  A  country,  prolific  in  all  the  articles  either 
of  neceflity  or  luxury  ;  aclimatej  varying  through 
every  degree  of  heat  and  cold ;  an  immenfe  ocean* 
every  where  furnifhed  with  ports,  and  inviting 
the  inhabitants  to  induftry  and  commerce :  toge- 
ther with  that  extent  of  fertile  foil,  which  feemed 
to  allow  the  human  fpecies  liberty  to  expand  for 
ages  yet  to  come,  were  fuch  advantages  as  no 
period  of  recorded  time  has  ever  feen  attached  to 
any  other  people  in  the  univerfe.  When  we  add 
to  this,  an  identity  of  manners,  language,  preju- 
dices, religion,  nay,  of  intereft  itfeif,  it  mull  be 
confefTed  that  we  have  no  reafon  to  expecl  a 
fimilar  phenomenon,  unlefs  Providence,  by  the 
agency  of  its  mod  powerful  inftruments  of  de- 
ftruclion,  fhould  confound  the  pride  of  man,  and 
lay  the  world  which  we  inhabit  wade,  that  the 
human  fpecies  might  begin  their  courfe  anew. 

But  what  Nature,  which  has  fo  widely  feparated 
the  two  countries,  had  failed  to  do,  what  the 
united  force  of  all  the  powers  of  Europe  could  not 
have  effected,  the  wild  ambition  of  one  part  of 
this  nation,  aflTifled  by  the  vanity,  blindnefs,  and 
fupinenefs  of  the  reft,  has  now  perpetrated : 
America  is  now  divided  from  the  Parent  Country, 
and  leaves  us  nothing  but  the  melancholy  confo- 
lation  of  reflecting  at  leifure  on  what  we  have 
ll  •  or  forming  fchemes  which  may  at  beft  be 

vifionaiya 
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vlfionary,  and  mould  we  fail  in  wifely  managing, 
the  laft  flake  may  be  fatal. 

I  will  not  confume  time  to  enumerate  the  com- 
plicated bleflings  we  have  loft,  or  to  execrate  the 
felfifh  and  deteftable  policy,  which  grafping  at  a 
toy,  has  thrown  away  the  nobleft  empire  in  the 
univerfe.  I  will  confine  myfelf  to  a  iingle  point, 
in  the  immenfe  chaos  of  matter  which  rifes  before 
me,  and  endeavour  plainly  and  ctiflinctly  to  ftate 
the  facts  which  are  moft  neceffary  to  be  under-* 

t  !  > 

flood  and  reafoned  from,  in  our  prefent  fituation. 
England  is  confeffedly  in  the  moft  critical  fitua- 
tion fhe  has  ever  experienced ;  with  ruined  re- 
fources,  her  commerce  almoft  annihilated,  her 
beft  blood  lavilhed  on  the  deteftable  fchemes  of 
private  ambition ;  hef  colonies  exafperated  by 
perfecutions  and  cruelties,  too  fhocking  to  be 
enumerated,  and  actually  emancipated  by  fuccefs- 
ful  refiftance  from  her  dominion;  her  agriculture, 
the  prop  of  every  fociety,  impaired,  and  her 
debts  increafed  almoft  beyond  the  poflibility  of 
further  endurance ;  ilie  (lands  fingly  forth  upon 
the  great  theatre  of  the  world,  unfupported,  unaf- 
fifted,  to  contend  with  three  powerful  nations, 
almoft  as  much  for  e^iftence  as  for  command  and 
glory.  The  reft  of  Europe  keeps  aloof,  attentive 
to  the  mighty  conteft,  and  watching  every  oppor- 
tunity to  promote  its  refpective  interefts,  by  uhe 
common  mifchiefs  of  the  combatants ;  nor  is  this 
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all,  every  nation  has  in  turn  frowned  upon  tlie 
Britifh  advances,  and  Ihewed  itfelf  inimical  to  the 
caufe  in  which  we  are  engaged;  nor  can  I  en- 
tertain a  fingle  doubt,  that  had  it  been  necefiary  to 
the  purpofes  of  the  American  independence,  every 
other  people  would  have  fuccefiively  come  for- 
ward, and  contended  with  us  for  the  prize.  Na- 
ture, or  Providence,  which  directs  the  pallions  cf 
nations,  like  thofe  of  individuals,  to  the  advance-" 
merit  of  their  own  interefh,  has,  in  this  cafe,  pro- 
pofed  two  of  the  mo  ft  alluring  obje6h  which  can* 
acl  upon  human  avarice,  or  ambition  ;  the  abafe- 
ment  of  an  haughty  rival,  and  the  hopes  of  that 

• 

immenfe  fpoil  which  the  emancipation  of  America 
prepares  for  Europe  at  large.  Thefc  difpofitions" 
of  our  neighbours  muil  have  been  evident,  front 
the  very  firfl,  to  every  man  who  call  the  moil 
fuperficial  view  upon  the  ftate  of  things,  or  had 
the  flighted  acquaintance  with  hiftory.  The 
rulers  of  this  country  alone  appear  to  have  been" 

unacquainted   with  thole  truths,  which  were  re- 
j.  7 

\7ealed  even  to  babes  and  Paddings ;  they  feem  to 
have  imagined  that  France  and  Spain  had  for- 
gotten their  ancient  hatred,  their  recent  wounds ; 
that  Holland  was  become  inattentive  to  her  own 
commercial  mterefts  ;  that  every  other  nation 
would  only  fee  tilings  through  the  medium  of 
the  BritiQi  Miniftry;  that  every  human  paflion 
muft  be  hu-fhed,  every  human  intercft  fuTpended, 

while 


(si 
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^Vnile  they  were  permitted  to  direct  the  tempefh 
they  had  raifed  to  the  objefts  of  their  caprice  or 
hatred.  I  need  not  here  obferve  how  grofly, 
how  fatally  they  have  been  difappointed ;  the 
final  emancipation  of  America,  the  degradation  of 
our  naval  honour,  the  lofs  of  almofl  all  our 
European  and  Weftern  poflefiions,  is  the  mode- 
rate price  which  this  nation  Has  already  paid,  for 
the  implicit  confidence  which  the  Sovereign  has 
fepofed  in  his  faithful  and  experienced  fervants. 
Let  us  now  enquire  what  are  the  meafures  mof£ 
likely  to  procure  our  fafety,  amidft  thefe  com- 
plicated diftrefles. 

The  original  caufe  of  difpute  between  England 
and  her  Colonies,  arofe  from  the  claim  of  the 
Britiih  Parliament  to  levy  taxes  upon  the  Ame- 
ricans, exerted  in  a  trilling  daty  upon  tea,  im~ 
|)ofed  in  the  year  1767.  But  when,  after  the 
violence  of  the  people  of  Boflon,  committed  up- 
on the  teas  of  the  Eafl-India  Company  ifi  177^5 
leveral  acts  had  pafled  the  Bri'fifh  Parliament, 
each  encreafing  in  feverity,  which  annulled  their 
government,  abolifhed  their  houfes  of  aflembly, 
depiived  them  of  trial  by  jury,  refigned  their 
lives  and  property  for  every,  and  for  no  offence, 
Into  the  hands  of  Governors  nominated  by  ths 
Crown  ;  and,  laft  of  all,  absolutely  prohibited 
all  commerce  between  the  two  nations,  and  per- 
mitted every  aft  of  holtility  to  be  exercifed  uporx 

them : 


them:  the  original  caufe  of  oppofition  was  fvval* 
lowed  up  in  the  immediate  neceflity  of  yielding 
to    unconditional   fubmiffion,    or   of  boldly   re- 
pelling force   by  force.     In  confecjuence,  there- 
fore, of  thefe  precipitate  and  violent  acts  of  the 
JEnglifh  Legislature,    which   feemed   to   have   no 
other   end  than  the  extirpation  of  all  liberty  in 
America,    joined   with  the   mighty   preparations 
made  in  this  country  to  enforce  them,  the  Ame- 
rican Congrefs  made  a  bold  appeal  to  the  firfl 
principles  of  human  fociety,  declared  themfelves 
independent  of  a   country,   which   had    deftined 
them  to  flavery  and  derlruction,  and  invited   the 
jreft  of  Europe  to  tlreir  alliance  and  afliflance. 
Jt  is  evident,  that  from  this  moment  the  original 
grounds  of  the  quarrel  were  changed,    and  the 
Americans  no  longer  fought  to  refill,  as  liibjects, 
the  claim   of  taxation  in  the  Britiih  Parliament, 
but  to  defend  themfelves  as  independent  nations, 
from  the  attacks  of  an  hoilile  people,  that  exerted 
all  its  force  to  reduce  them  to  unconditional  fer- 
vitude.     On  the  contrary,  the  avowed  end  and 
object  of  the  war  on  the   fide  of   England  was 
the  reduction  of  fo  many  independent  States  to 
its  own   dominion.     The  \var  which   was   after- 
wards   begun  with   France    has    corifefiedly   the 
fame  object ;  fmce  it  was  not  in  confequence   of 
any  national  diipute  with   the  country,  but  be- 
caufe  it  fupported  the  freedom  and  independence1 

of 
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of  the  American  States,  that  England  thought  it 

, 

cefTary  to  begin  hoftilities;  and  the  treaty  of  alliance, 
which  was  (igned  between  the  French  Govern- 
ment and  the  Congrefs,  on  the  6th  of  January, 
1778,  exprefsly  ftates  in  the  fecond  article,  that, 
ff  The  eflential  and  direct  end  of  the  prefent  de- 
"  fenfive  alliance  is,  to  maintain  effectually  the 
"  liberty,  fovereignty,  and  independence,  abfo- 
"  lute  and  unlimited,  of  the  faid  United  State^ 
"  as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  of  com* 


merce." 


Hence  it  is  plain,  that  the  war  which  Great- 
Britain  }ias  carried  on  with  the  Americans  was  at 
the  beginning,  and  has  been  at  every  inftant  of  its 
duration,  till  the  lad  vote  of  the  Koufe  of  Com- 
mons, flriclly  fpeaking,  an  ofFenfive  war;  that 
this  ofFenfive  war  has,  in  its  confequences,  em- 
broiled us  with  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  and 
frill  fubfifts  at  this  moment;  iince,  however  re- 
Jpe&able  may  be  the  opinion  of  fo  uncorrupt  an 
Houfe,  it  will  not,  I  imagine,  be  pretended,  that 
it  bears  the  authority  of  a  law,  in  any  other  cafe, 
than  that  of  difqualifying  the  people  from  enuring 
their  own  repreferJkativcs.' 

After  having  given  thefe  explanations,  in  order 
to  produce  more  clearly  my  ideas  upon  the  fub- 
ject,  I  (hall  reduce  the  queflion  to  a  fmgle  alter- 
native :  Has  Great-Britain;  abfolutely  refigned  her 
lue  ambitious  views  of  conqueft,  or  is  (he  flili 

determined 
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tieiermined  to  profecate  the  war,  till  it  finally 
terminate  in  either  her  own  deftrudlion,  or  in 
that  of  the  American  States  ?  In  the  firfl  cafe,  it 
will  be  a  confederation  well  deferving  the  attention 
not  only  of  the  Government,  but  of  the  people  at 
large,  by  what  means  Hie  may,  with  the  greatefl 
celerity  and  honour,  extricate  herfelf  from  tha 
fatal  labyrinth  in  which  fhe  is  involved ;  in  the 
fecond,  it  will  only  be  neceiTary  to  add  thirty  mil- 
lions more  to  the  fupplies  already  voted,  to  raife 
fjxty  or  an  hundred  thoufand  additional  troops ;  in 
order,  not  only  to  replace  thofe  we  have  loft  by 
ficknefs,  by  captivity,  by  combats,  and  by  defer- 
tion,  but  to  en  abb  our  Generals  to  a6t  often- 

.        *  *  * 

lively,  with  better  omens  than  they  have  hitherto 
clone.  Should  we  take  fuch  vigorous  meafures  as 
thefe,  notwithstanding  the  immenfe  difference  of 
the  conteft,  where  the  overflowing  of  our  goals, 
the  flarving  remnants  of  our  manufacturers,  and 
wretched  German  peafants,  reluctantly  contend 
with  the  bed  difciplined  and  mofl  warlike  troops, 
affifled,  as  often  as  neceiTary.  by  the  mofl  nu- 
merous militia  in  the  world,  and  this  in  their 
own  country,  where  every  thing  is  equally  ad- 
vantageous to  them,  and  hofiile  to  us.  Notwith- 
flandin?  thefe  immenfe  difadvantases.  I  fhould 

o  o     /  . 

i*  nil's:  we  might  foirly  hope,  by  (lie  end  of  another 
campaign,  for  this  is  already  loft,  to  be  in  pof- 
of  another  poll;  at  leafl,  if  we  add  to  the 

fpirited. 
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*ertions  I  have   already,  n^  4 

of  forty  fail  of   the    line,    to  pveveru 
French  from  pouring  in  their  forces,  and  turnin 
the  balance  in  a  critical  moment. 

But  if  thefe   ideas   are  now  reputed  chimerir 
and  the  experiment  of  a  farther  offenfive  war  i 
rejcaed   with  abhorrence,    not  only  by  all  d 
cerning  minds,  but  by  our  prefcnt  Government, 
fupportcd  by  a  large  majority  of  the  people,  I 
apprehend  it  will:  be  neceflary  to  enquire,  what 
will  prove  the  moil  effeaual  and  fpeedy  means 
of  producing  that  peace,  which  is  now  become  fo 
neceflary  ro  our  fituation. 

Thole  that  have  done  me  the  honour  to  read 
this  crude  eifay  with  attention,  will  here,  1  ima- 
gine, anticipate  the   obvious  anfwer  which   pre- 
ients  itftjf.     For    if  the    original    and  continued 
caufe   of  war,  has   been  the    attempt    of  Great- 
Britain  to  fubjugate    the  Independent  States   of 
America    to    her    dominion ;    if  farther,    Great- 
Bntain,  contented  with  the  lofles  fhe  has  fuftain- 
ed,  finds  herfejf  in  no  condition  to  profecute  the 
claim,  and  is  refolvetf   to  defifl  from  an  offenfive 
war  in  America,  it  will  neceffarily  follow,  that  the 
firfl  thing  to  be  done  is  folemnly  to  defill  from  the 
claim  ;  and  in  defifting,  to  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendcnre  of  America.     By  this  one  aa,  England 
e?  every  canfe  of  aniniofity  from  between 
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lierfelf  and  the  American  States ;  by  this  one  act  fhe 
places  herfelf  upon  the  broad  foundation  of  equity 
and  reafon ;  frees  herfelf  from  the  neceflity  of  garri- 
foning  pofls  and  cities  which  Ihe  cannot  hold,  is 
more  collected  for  the  defence  of  herfelf  and  her 
own  undoubted  rights,  and  ceafes  to  appear  to 
the  reft  of  Europe  in  the  formidable  light  of  an 
infolent,  unjuft,  and  rapacious  conqueror. 

It  may  be  here  obferved,  that  fhould  we  take 
thefe  fteps,  fhould  we  even  abandon  New- York 
and  Charles  Town,  which  I  fhould  certainly 
think  expedient  to  be  done,  the  Americans  are 
fo  involved  by  the  8th  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Alliance,  that  they  can  make  no  feparate  peace 
without  the  permiflion  of  the  French. — I  anfwer, 
that  I  think  ajl  ideas  of  peace,  which  are  not 
equitable  and  general,  and  which  do  not  extend 
to  air  the  nations  with  whom  we  are  at  variance, 
arc  more  calculated  to  pleafe  a  party,  or  ferve  a 
Minifter,  than  to  extricate  the  Englifh  people 
from  their  nrefent  complicated  didrelTes. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  pr'efent  fatal  contefl, 
placed  as  I  am  at  a  didance  from  the  little  in- 
terefts  and  paltry  ambition,  which  dazzle  fo  many 

X.  J  J 

eyes,  and  turn  them  afide  from  the  real  purfuit 
of  their  country's  welfare,  I  have  remarked 
with  wonder,  the  grofs  falfities  and  impofl.ures 
which  have  fo  often  been  current  in  this  metropo- 
lis; and  I  muft  own,  that  I  have  fomedires  been 
-J*»  '  '  '•'  led 


led  to  fufpeft,  that  Heaven,  in  bereaving  this 
country  of  her  former  glory,  was  kindly  preparing 
its  inhabitants  for  the  ilroke,  by  depriving  them 
of  their  fenfes.  For  to  what  caufes,  fhort  of  infa- 
tuation, can  we  attribute  the  various  opinions 
which  have  prevailed  at  different  periods  of  this 
difatlrous  conteft;  that  the  Americans  would  never 
look  the  Britilli  foldiery  in  the  face ;  that  a  few 
regiments  would  compleat  the  reduction  of  that 
immenfe  continent ;  that  a  majority  of  the  Ame- 
ricans were  attached  to  the  Britim  government ; 

o 

iat  the  exchanging  Philadelphia  for  Charleftown 
was  the  fubjugation  of  America ;  that  Lord 
Coniwallis  with  an  army  of  about  ten  thoufand 
men,  could  penetrate  and  fubdue  all  the  Southern 
provinces ;  that  the  French  would  never  aiTift  the 
Americans;  and  that  all  the  nations  of  Europe 
would  tamely  fuller  our  maritime  tyranny,  and 
ihe  piracies  of  our  privateers  ?  To  thefe  might  be 
added,  were  it  heceflary  to  fvvell  the  catalogue, 
many  fentiments  and  obfervations  of  Lords  and 
great  men  of  diftinguilhed  abilities  and  import-* 
ance  ;  fuch  as  the  opinion  of  a  great  Law-lord,  that 
the  war  in  America  was  a  defe n five  war ;  the  hu- 
mane declaration  of  a  late  American  Secretary, 
that  the  Americans  fliould  be  decimated  with 

v 

more  than  Roman  ie  verity  ;  and  his  afiertion,  that 
though  the  Americans  had  neither  money  or 
credit,  the  Englifh  government  could  raife  troops 

C  2  among  ft 
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amongft  them  cheaper  than  the  Congrefs :  to  thefe 
might  be  added,  the  obfervation  of  a  noble  Lord, 
about  fix  weeks  before  the  furrender  at  York-town^ 
who,  fpeaking  of  the  Americans,  fa  id,  with  an  air 
of  triumph,  "  Ilsfiut  an  defefppir ;  and  \ve  are 
j  uft  going  to  eilabliih  the  civil  government-,"  of 
another,  who  after  that  furrender  affirmed, ;,  "  that 
none  but  Britifh  fools  xvould  be  frightened  at  the 
lofs  of  a  few  thoufand  troops ;"  and  the  opinion  of 

the  greateft  financier  this  countrv  has   ever  feerc 

.  J  ) 

*'  that  it  was  neceflary  to  maintain  polls   in  Ame- 
rica, for  the  Hike  of  commerce" 

However  extravagant  thefe  opinions  and  affer- 
iion%  \vhen  thus  crowded  together,  muft  appear, 
T  believe  there  ir  no  man  moderately  verfed  in  the 
politics  of  thia  nation,  during  the  la  ft  ten  years, 
who  has  not  feeri  them  adopted  as  the  principles  of 
our  public  conduct,  or  avowed  by  fome  of  (he 
moRdiflinguimed  characters  in  the  nation,  as  ne- 
cellary  to  be  adopted  ;  nor  mould  I  repeat  them, 

'  A 

in  the.  midfl  of  fo  important  a  difquifltion,  ifl  did 
110 ^  dread  that  fome  new  delufion  might  a  rife,  de- 
prive us  of  all  our  prefent  hopes,  and  plunge  us  in 
deeper  mifery  than  we  have  yet  experienced.  Thu- 
prejudice  which,  I  muft  confefs,  I  more  pailicu- 
Jarly  dread  at  prefent  is,  tliat  tfie' America risinay 
be  induced  to  accept  of  peace,  without  our  ac- 
knowledging their  independence,  and  \\ithout  oui 
compi-ehenclingaljeir  iJJics.  Whcnc-i  this  opinion 

ffiduld 


iliould  originate,  unlefs  from  the  felfifh  defigns  of 
fome  men  to  confult  their  own  avarice  or  ambition 
at  the  hazard  of  plunging  this  country  a-new  into 
all  the  horrors  of  an  inveterate  civil  war,  and  from 
the  general  inattention  of  this  people  to  procure 
genuine  information,  I   own   I  cannot   compre- 
hend.    But  to  thofe  who  have  only  embraced  thefe 
dangerous  opinions,  becaufe  the;/  are  not  ufed  to 
reflcft  for  themfclves,  I  would  propofe    the  fol- 
lowBptonfiderations :    Did    not  the  Americans, 
wheri  placed  out  of  the  Englifli  protection  by  the 
aft,  which  prohibited  all  commerce  with  them  as 
fubjedls,  and   permitted  every  fpccics  of  hoftilky 
to  be  exercifed   upon  tliem   as  enemies,  folemnly 
declare  themfelyes    independent  Sta:es,  by  a  vote 
of  Congrefs,  dated  July  4,   1776?    Were  all  the 
fubfequent  fuccefles    of  .the  Biiifh  arms,  when 
Sir  William  Howe,  with  ..a  ,.    .lament  capable  of 
carrying   '.  ;rror  with  it    ir.uo   the   moil    pov/e/fiii 
^   ^     w  ^    Br '":?1^  I«nded  upon  Long   If;,nd3 
defe^T all^^Etii-.;,  and  fee m eel   to  be  triunu 
phantly  proceeding  through  the  country,    capable 
of  determining   that  bocV    u,  3-cfcind   their  vote  ? 
Nay,  when   it    was   the  opinion  not  only  of  the 
majority  of  the   EngKfh,  \  „    even  of  the  greater 
part  of  Europe,  that  they  ;.O  fall  a  prey  to   the 

ius«>enfe exertion^  which  wei-  made  afiraiafi  them, 

-, . ,      _ 

State  iverve  from  the  general  c^nfe- 
ucracy.  or  ..bjure  il:e  iijdcpendc.r:e  'Ijidb  they 
had  d-;  dared  ? 


(      '4     ) 

If  fuch  was  (he  inflexible  refolution  fhewn  by 
the  Congrefs  and  the  American  States,  when  the 
progrefs  of  the  Britiih  arms  on  every  fide  fecmed 
to  have  prevented  all  future  refinance,  and  to 
have  left  them  no  other  alternative,  than  death,  or 
fervitude ;  when  not  an  European  nation  had 
acknowledged  their  independence,  or  feemed  in- 
clined to  fhare  their  dangers,  by  encounteiing 
the  vengeance  of  their  mighty  foe  ;  their  refoli 
tion  and  perfeverance  have  not  appeared  iWs 
uniform  in  that  change  of  fortune  which  fuc- 
ceeded. 

In  the  Autumn  of  the  year  1777,  the  brave 
and  unfortunate  General  Eargoyne  furrendered 
to  the  American  militia  at  Saratoga,  exhibiting  a 

D      '  O 

fatal  example  of  the  uncertainty  of  military 
gloiies,  and  the  vanity  of  popular  prejudices. 
About  the  fame  time  the  decided  intentions 
the  French  to  fupport  the  independence  Li 

rica    became    apparent:    arid    the    ab»teine 

-i    '*3m 
the  lofty    prctenfions   of  the  Bntiu^Wlni 

unconditional  fubmiffion,  produced  the  famous 
Conciliatory  Bill,  which  pa  (led  March  the  fccond, 
1778.  Thofe  who  remembered  the  frantic  ex- 
ultations of  a  coniiderable  party  of  this  nation, 
at  the  fuccefles  which-  had  attended  Gen.  Howe, 
in  the  Autumn  of  the  year  1776.  or  conliderecJ 
the  iilcnt  contempt  with  which  the  American 
1  etitioris  had  been  received  at  a  11:11  eailier  pe- 
riod, 


i-iod,  could    not   but  deplore   the  fallen   flate  of 
then  country,  which,  in  a    fpace    of  little   more 
than  two  years,  had   exhibited  every    degree  of 
infolent  defpotifm,   and  abjeft  meanriefs.    °When 
the  Americans  had  called  upon   the  Britilh  na- 
tion   by    every    tie   of   friendship,    intereft,    and 
confanguinity,    to   prevent    the    wild    watte    of 
blood,  and  happinefs  which  was  to  enfue  ;  when 
they    flared    their   complaints    with   moderation, 
or    petitioned    with   temper    for    redrefs,  it    was 
deemed  unworthy  the  dignity  of  the  Britiih  Par- 
liament to  hear  their  reafons,  confider   their  in- 
treaties,    or   even    to    return   an    anfwer.       The 
pretended  reprefentatives  of  a  nation,  which  dares 
to  claim  freedom  as  its  right,  publicly  refufed  to 
three    millions    of  men,     the    licence    to     flate 
their   grievances,   or   implore    redrefs;    and    the 
profefiors   of    a    religion,  promulgated    by     the 
lowed  orders    of  men,  which    breathes   an    uni- 
yerfal  fpirit  of  peace  and  equality,  and  ordains, 
that  he  that  is  higheft  mall  miniilcr  to  his  bre- 
thren   even    in    the    moft   fervile   offices   of   life, 
dared    to  treat  their  fellow-creatures,  35  if  they 
neither  owne.d  a  common  iiature,  or  creator,  with       \ 
themfelvcs.      In  the  fame  fpirit  were  the  commif- 
fions    framed    which    accompanied    thofe     furer 
agents  of  peace,  as  it  was  then  imagined,  the  mili- 
tary force.     The  commiflions  granted  to  General 
Howe,  gave   him   no  other  power   than    that  of 

par- 
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pardoning  all  treafons  and  mirprifibns  of  frealon, 
v.pon  proper  iubmiiFion  made  to  him  by  the 
Americans.  This  amazing  tondefdenii6h  towards 
men,  who  contended,  that  th^v  were  only  rap- 
porting  their  own  juft  rights,  and  who  believed, 
that  they  had  only  taken  up  anns  to  avoid  the 
la  PC  conditions  of  fhame  and  fervitude,  was  at- 
tended with  all  the  eflPe6l  that  its  cc'.itrivers  pro- 
bably intended.  Frefh  indignation  ana  hatred  on 
the  part  of  the  Americans,  who  determined  rather 
to  perifh  in  one  general  wreck,  than  meanly 
folick  pardon,  where  they  owned  no  fault,  and 
bad  themfelves  complained  of  injury.  Yet  not- 
withftandirrg  thofe  lofty  vaunts  and  arrogance  of 
the  BrkiQi  Miniiliy  and  Parliament ;  notwith- 
llandiog  the  repeated  victories  which  had  attend- 
ed our  arras,  and  the  utter  ruin  and  defpair  of  the 
republican  party  in  America,  which  was  propa- 
gated and  afleited  in  every  corner  of  this  ifland, 

/ 

\ve  find  the  (ccond  let  of  cornmilTioners,  on  the 
«}th  of  June,  1778,  offering  foch  terms  to  the 
rebellious  colonies,  as  were  not  only  inrmiielr 

x  *  * 

l.'yond  their  own  defircs  in  1775,  but  fuch  as 
icai'cclv  left  to  this  country  the  fhadow  of  autho- 

J~  J 

rifey  over  her  revolted  children,  it  may  deferve 
the  confidefation  of  thofe  gen! I crr.cn,  who  fecm 
to  imagine,  that  the  Atnericads  arc  to  be  drawn 
from  their  declared  independence,  iVora  their 
H:-!enni  alliances,  from  tin  ir  ptirpbfes  avowed  to 

Europe 
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Europe  and  all  the  world,  by  the  fir  ft  gracious 
overtures  of  a  new  Adminiflration,  to  confider 
what  was   the  declaration  of  the  American  Con- 
grefs,  dated  April  22,  1778,  upon  the  fubjecl:  of 
this  very  commiiLon.     They  declare,  c*  That  any 
man,  or  body  of  men,  who  fhould  prefume   co 
make  any  feparate  or  partial  convention  or  agree- 
ment with  Commiflioners   under  the   Crown   of 
Great-Britain,  fhould   be  confidered  and   treated 
as  enemies  to  the  United  States.     That  the  United 
States  could   not  with   propriety,  hold  any  con- 
ference or  treaty  with  any  Commiffioners  on  the 
part  of  Great-Britain,    unlefs  they   fhould,  as   a 
preliminary   thereto,  either  withdraw  their  fleets 
and  armies,  or  elfe,  in  pofhive  and  exprefs  terms, 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  faid  States.1* 
The  anfwer    of  the   Congrefs  was   exaclly   con-* 
formable  to  this  declaration,  and  the  whole  ne- 
gpciation  ended  in  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
and  the  abandoning  of  Philadelphia,  as  a  preli- 
minary to  the  total  fubjugation  of  America. 

If  fuch  has  been  the  inflexible  fpirit  of  Ame- 
rica, during  every  period  both  of  adverfe  and 
profpercus  fortune,  I  would  wilh  to  know  upon 
what  thofe  gentlemen  found  their  opinions,  who 
feem  to  imagine  that  the  Americans  will  now  treat 
with  England,  on  terms  (hort  of  independence  ? 
—Have  our  armies  been  attended  with  fuch  de- 

D  cifivc 


cifive  fucceflTes  as  may  infpire  this  confidence  ? 
Have  fo  many  nations  acceded  to  our  alliance, 
as  may  infpire  them  with  doubt  and  terror? 
Is  it  the  formidable  flate  of  our  navy,  our 
finances,  or  the  internal  proofs  of  virtue  and 
confummate  abilities  which  we  have  difplayed  to 
Europe,  that  fupport  this  opinion  ?  Or  is  it 
our  brilliant  fuccefles  againfl  the  perfidious  Dutch, 
a  new  enemy  flung  into  the  preponderating 
fcale,  and  that  mailer-piece  of  Britifh  valour 
and  policy,  the  capture  of  St.  Euftatius  ? 

I  am  the  more  interelled  in  bringing  forward 
faQs  like  thefe  to  the  public  attention,  becaufe 
I  have  repeatedly  feen  the  moment  of  peace  and 
reconciliation  flung  away,  by  refufing  thofe 
conceifions  which  would  have  purchafed  them. 
Had  we  condefcended,  in  1775,  to  confider  the 
American  petitions  and  grant  redrefs;  had  we, 
in  1776,  inflead  of  pardoning,  in  the  true  fpirit 
of  a  lawyer,  treafon  and  mifprifion  of  treafon, 
offered  them  fecurity  for  the  contefled  points, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  war  would 
have  been  either  prevented,  or  fpeedily  con- 
cluded. Let  the  Britifh  nation  beware  how,  for 
the  third  time,  they  lofe  the  moment  of  fecurity 
which  is  placed  within  their  power,  light  up  the 
flame  of  civil  war  anew,  and  expofe  themfelves 
to  fuller,  in  turn,  the  evils  they  have  been  fo  long 

inflicting, 
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Infiifting.  Let  them  remember,  that  Cartilage, 
the  great  archetype  of  England,  once  covered 
the  feas  with  fleets,  and  aftonifhed  the  world 
with  the  rapid  augmentation  of  her  opulence 
and  greatnefs ;  that  Ihe  too  aimed  at  diilant 
conquefts  and  dominions,  while  Hannibal  was 
defolating  the  fruitful  plains  of  Italy,  and  thun- 
dering at  the  gates  of  Rome ;  but  let  them  alfo 
remember,  that  when  the  tide  of  fortune  changed, 
Hannibal  was  recalled  for  the  defence  of  Africa, 
and  a  fingle  battle  decided  the  fate  of  Carthage. 

As  to  thofe  who  yet  flatter  themfelves  that  it 
is  in  the  power  of  this  nation,  either  to  grant  or 
to  withhold  the  independence  of  America,  I 
mud  intreat  them  to  confider  what  it  is  which 
conftitutes  the  independence  of  any  country. 
—Is  it  not  the  firm  undeviating  will  of  the 
individuals  who  compofe  it  not  to  fubmit 
to  foreign  domination,  accompanied  with  the 
actual  exercife  of  fovereignty,  and  the  power  of 
defending  themfelves  from  all  external  vio- 
lence ?  In  all  thefe  refpects,  is  not  America  as 
actually  independent  as  any  nation  of  Europe, 
as  independent  as  Great-Britain  herfelf,  would 
Ihe,  for  an  inftant,  lay  afide  her  habitual  arro- 
gance, and  conlider  her  own  internal  fituation  ? 
For  upon  what  (hall  we  eftablim  our  fuperior 
claim  ?  Is  it  upon  a  (hort  continuance  of  inau* 
fpi;ious  peace,  during  which  the  nation  has  feen 

D  2  almoft 


almofl  every  pod  of  truft  and  power  filled  up 
by  men  whom  {he  hated  or  fufpecled ;  the 
*acred  rights  of  popular  eleclion  invaded,  the: 
ftreams  of  juflice  itfelf  fometimes  tainted,  fome- 
times  reftrained ;  and  every  petition  of  the  peo- 
ple treated  with  undifguifed  contempt  ?  Is  it 
upon  a  feven  years  civil  war,  into  which  the 
mod  refpeclable,  perhaps  the  major  part  of 
this  nation  has  been  reluctantly  dragged,  and 
forced  to  contribute  to  its  continuance  by  ex- 
pences  almoft  ruinous  to  the  very  exiflence  of 
their  property,  like  malefactors  that  are  con- 
demned to  carry  the  inlhuments  of  their  own 
execution?  Is  it  upon  the  patience  with  which 
this  people  has  borne  the  definitive  burthens 
of  the  prefent  war,  the  wild  vvafte  of  public 
property,  and  the  refufal  of  that  moderate  re- 
drefs  which  Afiatic  tyrants  wrould  fcarcely  have 

refufed    to  Afiatic    (laves  ? Or   is    it,  laftly, 

upon     that     vote     of    an     uncorrupted     Houfe 

of   Commons,    which"    eftablifhes    the    exiflence 

of   public    abufes,    in    thefe    memorable    woids, 

"  that   the    influence    of   the    Crown    has    been 

increafed,  is    increafmg,  and  ought   to  be   dirni- 

nifhed."        :,    ;  -  ;      ;J  "I -\-.-  1 

Should    any   honeit  minds  be  offended  al  the 

boldnefs    which    I     ufe,    I    mult    beg    them    to 

confider  that  I  do  not  mention   a  {ingle  circum- 

fiance,  \vhich  has   not   repeatedly  been  aiiertecl, 

and 


Mid    reafoned    from    as   fact,    by  mod   of   thd 
gentlemen   who   now  compofe   our   Adminiflra- 
tion ;  and  I  am  not  willing  to  lofe  that  happy 
moment,    which    may,    perhaps,    never    return, 
when  I  find  my  own  fentiments  in  perfect  union 
with    thofe   of    the    eftablifhed    government.     If 
farther  apology   than  this  fhould  be  deemed  ne- 
cefTary,  I    mufh    reply,  that   we    have  been    too 
long  intoxicated  with  the  fumes  of  our  ambition 
and    importance,     too   liule    interefted   to  confi- 
der   our   prefent   fituation: — Too    long    a   feries 
of  revolving    years    has    feen    Us    the    Haves    of 
impoilure    and   delufion,  the    prey    of  idle   cre- 
dulity, and  the    implicit    victims  of  every  iate- 
refled    fiction.      Every    fpecies    of  parliamentary 
and    public  information  has    been,  fo  ftudioufly 
withheld,  that    I    much    doubt   if   a   {ingle    facl: 
has  ever  been  oiTered  to   the  people,  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  war,  upon  which 
we    can   entirely    depend.     In    the    mean    time, 
the  good  people   of  this  country  ;  that   country 
where    the    reft    of  Europe    was    accuftomed    to 
fend    their    philofophers,   as    ancient    Greece    to 
Egypt,  in  order  to  ftudy  morals  and  legiflation, 
feerns  contented   with  the  Conviction  of  its  own 
eftablilhed    greatnefs,    to    have    confidered    with 
indifference     every     circumftance     upon     which 
that  greatnefs  mull  depend.     Did  a  new  dancer 
arrive  from  the  opera   de    Paris,  who  ftraddled 

wider, 
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wider,  or  capered  higher  than  his  noble  afTo- 
dates,  you  might  beholcl  the  genuine  and  uridif- 
fembled  eagernefs  with  which  the  Britifh  n  ^bles 
and  fenators  confidered  the  event.  His  agility, 
his  ihape,  his  antipoftures,  his  grimaces,  nay,  the 
very  ribbands  which  he  wore,  and  the  colour  of 
his  breeches,  were  fcrutinized  wiih  all  the  anxiety 
of  interefl  and  invefli^ation,  during  fucceflive 

O  "  O 

tnonths.  But  did  an  irnmenfe  continent  revolt  ? 
Wa«  a  naval  battle  loft,  although  ifs  lofs  might 
lhake  the  very  foundation  of  our  naval  and  com- 
inercial  greatnefs  ?  Was  a  Britifh  army  captured, 
6r  an  ifland  loft  ?  It  was  jud  whifpered  upon  the 
Exchange,  repeated  at  a  city  dinner,  jelled  upon 
by  a  court  Lord,  and  then  confjgned  to  eternal 
oblivion. 

But  it  is  now    time  for  the  Fno-lifli  nation  to- 

o 

roufe  from  that  delirium  in  which  it  has  dreamed 
of  conqueft  and  dominion,  in  the  midR  of 
thofe  luxuries  and  pleafures  which  not  only  inca- 
pacitate it  to  command  others,  but  even  to  preferve 
its  own  liberty.  If  my  countrymen  wifely  bound 
their  ambition  with  being  the  firft  dancing  and 
fiddling  nation  in  Europe,  it  is  neceCary  to  refign 
thofe  ichemes  of  power  andconqueft,  which  would 
only  ferve  to  draw  their  attention  from  thefe  ob- 
jefti; :  but  if  fome  remains  of  antient  pride,  and  the 
memory  of  paft  glories,  ihould  rufh  upon  their 
minds,  and  Simulate  them  to  new  exertions,  they 

cannot 
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cannot  too  foon  or  too  attentively  confider  their 
prefent  fituation,  left  thofe  exertions,  like  all  the 
reft,  mould  be  ineffectual,  and  only  exhauft  the 
fafter  their  few  remaining  refources.  Nations, 
like  individuals,  can  only  hope  to  fucceed  while 
they  proportion  their  enterprizes  to  their  force, 
and  wifely  aim  at  poflibilities  :  that  people  will 
never  be  deferted  by  fortune,  which  is  not  wanting 
in  itfelf,  and  which  endeavours  with  fortitude  and 
wifdom  to  atone  for  former  rafhnefs.  But  violent 
and  injudicious  efforts,  however  they  may  flatter 
the  public  pride,  will  never  alleviate  the  public 
diftrelTes  ;  they  are  lefs  the  fymptoms  of  health 
than  the  agitations  cf  convulfion,  which  do  not 

D 

portend  recovery,  but  approaching  diflblution. 

I  cannot  therefore  too  ftrongly  inculcate  upon 
my  countrymen,  the  neceffuy  of  mixing  with  that 
fortitude  which  is  fo  requifite  in  their  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,  fome  portion  of  that  good  fenfe  for 
which  they  were  once  fo  defervedly  famous. — * 
This,  I  cannot  help  belie virfg,  will  evince,  if  pro- 
perly exerted,  theneceflky  of  chufing  one  of  the 
alternatives  which  I  have  mentioned ;  either  that 

* , 

of  profecuting  the  war  againft  the  Americans,  to 
fubdue  them  by  force,  or  of  granting  their  inde- 
pendence, and  general  terms  of  peace  to  all  the 
nations  we  have  irritaced.  Let  the  inhabitants  of 
this  metropolis,  that  fertile  foil,  where  every  feed 
pf  prejudice  and  abfurdity  is  generally  found  to 


germinate  with  the    ranked  vegetation,  recal 
an  indant,  their  own    fenfations  in  refpecl;  to  the 
rioters  of  1780.     The  outrages  of  thofe  unhappy 
men  were  partial,  and  afFecled  but  a  fmall  number 
of  individuals;  yet  let  them  recollect  the  general 
condensation  and  horror  which  were  produced  in 
almpft  every  mind-,  and  which  feemed,  for  fome 
confiderable  time,  to  have    extinr--  -Llied  even  na- 
tional  humanity.      The   ftreets  heaped   with  the 
dead  and  dying,  during  the   military    fury  which 
raged  for  fome  days  u(ncontrouled  ;  and    the  yet 
more  awful  fpeclacles  of  promifcuous  and   impla- 
cable judice,  ferved   only  to  gratify  the  flern  re- 
fcntment  of  the  milded  people  in  Europe,  and  to 
fill  them   with   filent  fatisfaclion.     The  very  eyes 
pf  the  fofter  fex,    accu domed  to  weep  for  every 
trivial,  for  every  fictitious  woe,  feemed  to  refufe 
a  tear  for  the  numberlefs  miferies  that  furrounded 
them  •   fo  vad,  fo  many    are   the   fucrifices  which 
thejealoufy  of  invaded  property  demands   for  thp 
flighted    oiTence.       This    recollection,     I   fhould 
think,  might   teach  rny  countrymen   to   guefs  at 
forne  part  of  the  fenfations  which  muil  rankle  in 
the   bofoms.  of  the   Americans.     They  have  fecn 
their  property  laid   wade,  tnojr  towns  and   cities 
confmncd,  their   country    defolated  with    all  the 
fury  that  marks  the  lad  excefles  of  war,  inflamed 
by  civil  hatred;  every  intuit  has   been  offered   to 
their  women j  every  degree  of  feorn  and  inhuma- 
nity 


jiity  to  thofe  who  were  taken  prifoners,  and  every 
fpecies  of  barbarity  to  thofe  who  refifted  :  even  the 
favage  tribes,  whofe  manners  are  fometimes  quoted 
to  exprefs  a  degree  of  atrocious  cruelty  beyond 
the  corruption  of  polifhed  nations,  were  npt  judgedi 
unworthy  of  the  alliance  of  finging,  fiddling, 
Frenchified  Britain,  or  agents  improper  to  be  em- 
ployed in  her  domeftic  quarrels.-  But  it  has  pleafed 
that  Providence,  to  whom  the  folemn  appeal  of 
both  countries  has  long  been  made,  to  reprefs  the 
arrogance  of  this  country,  blaft  her  ambitious 
defigns,  and  bid  her  vengeance  and  her  infults 
recoil  upon  her  own  devoted  head;  and  now,  dif- 
graced  and  baffled  with  fmqthered  rage  and  una- 
vailing pride,  we  reluctantly  prepared  for  peaccr 
Are  we  yet  to  learn  that  the  Americans  are  men  ; 
men  that  can  feel  as  deeply  as  ourfelves  the  fenfe 
of  injury  and  injuftice ;  men  that  poflefs  reafori 
and  paflions  in  common  with  ourfelves,  and 
haughty  minds,  flimulated  at  on.ce  by  vengeance 
and  elevated  by  fuccefs  ? — If  fo,  what  is  there  to 
juftify  the  fond  and  foolifh  prejudice  which  leads 
us  to  imagine  they  will,  at  the  firft  invitation, 
abandon  in  our  favour  all  t^ie  alliances  they  have 
cpntraded,  entail  perpetual  infamy  upon  their 
riGng  name,  and  ftain  with  the  imputation  of 
levity  and  falfehood,  all  the  trophies  they  have 
raifed  ?  Is  it  the  old  prejudice,  that  almoft  a 
fourth  of  the  whole  earth  requires  the  al§ftance  of  a 

E  finall 
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fmall  damp  ifland,  placed  at  the  diftanceof  many 
thoufand  miles,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  fubfift  ? 
Are  we  yet  to  learn  that  America  pofleffes  every 
variety  of  product  which  this  country  could  ever 
boaft;  all  that  the  warmer  funs  of  Spain  and  Italy 
can  ripen,  with  thoufand  others,  denied  to  the 
induilry  of  Europe  ?  Or  do  we  believe  that  the 
choice  and  excellence  of  our  manufactures  will 
make  them  again  accept  our  empire  ?  This  reafon, 
though  better  founded  than  the  lad,  will  be  found 
equally  vain  ;  for  a  more  urgent  neceffity  preifes 
us  to  fell  than  them  to  buy,  and  every  nation  in 
Europe  is  preparing  to  extract  her  own  advantage 
from  our  miftakes ;  every  port  is  opening  to  their 
fhips,  and  every  (late  foliciting  their  commercial 
alliance.  Or  perhaps  it  may  be  the  bleflings  of 
our  envied  and  admired  conilitution  that  may 
foften  their  flubborn  fouls ;  and  they  may  pant 

* 

for  the  fplendour  of  a  civil  lift,  for  the  ceconomy 
iviLh  which  our  finances  are  managed;  for  the 
blefTmgs  of  bifhops  and  hereditary  nobles;  for  the 
intricate  magnificence  of  our  Gothic  tenures;  for 
a  clergy  to  decimate  their  agriculture,  without  per- 
forming in  peiTon  a  fingle  duty  of  their  office  5 
for  a  navigation  a 61  to  improve  their  commerce; 
and  for  m)  fteries  of  a  virtual  reprefentation  to 
£cure  their  freedom. 

Let  us   for  once  be   candid,  and   acknowledge 

o 

that  v/e  have  nothing,  in  our  present  iituation,  to 

allure 
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allure  the  Americans  to  a  participation; 
men,  who  have  toiled  through  feven  bloody  years 
to  eftablim.  their  right  to  freedom  will  haidly 
throw  away,  without  a  motive,  the  harveft  of 
their  toils,  and  fubmit  to  wear  the  yoke  which 
they  had  broken  to  pieces  •,  let  us  allow  that  Pro- 
vidence, wherever  it  has  given  a  fertile  foil  and 

'  o 

temperate  climate,  has  intended  the  human  fpecies 
fhould  exift  and  increafe,  without  afldng  the  pri- 
vilege from  equals,  who  are  feparate  from  them, 
by  the  whole  habitable  earth,  or  half  the  extent  of 
ocean  ;  let  us  allow  that  men  that  poflefs  reafon, 
induftry,  and  experience,  and  that  have  emanci- 
pated themfelves  from  the  chains  and  prejudices 
of  Europe,  may  provide  for  their  own  internal 
policy,  and  external  defence,  without  the  aflift- 
ance  of  Engliih  lawyers  or  an  Englifh  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

Nor,  could  the  fhadow  of  a  connection,  the 
chimera  of  a  political  union,  be  admitted  by  the 
keen-fighted,  jealous  Americans,  can  I  conceive 
at  prefent  any  other  effects  which  would  arife  „ 
from  it,  but  new  wars,  new  rnifchiefs,  and  new 
declarations  of  independence.  Upon  what  terms, 
I  aik,  is  it  to  exift  ?  Is  it  to  be  a  mere  vague,  un- 
meaning, undefinable  acknowledgment  of  depend- 
ence, while  their  provincial  governments  retain 
all  the  attributes  of  perfect  and  unlimited  fove- 
reignty  ?  Is  fuch  a  paltry  fubteifuge  worthy  to  be 
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propofed  by  us,  or  granted  by  them  ?  Would  it 
not  add  ridicule  to  our  difgrace,  as  if  our  pride 
was  capable  of  being  foothed  with  fo  paltry  a  con- 
ceffion  ;  as  if  we  chofe  to  derive  our  titles  from 
whal  we  had  loft,  and  like  fome  of  our  own  noble 
fpendthrifts,  to  be  only  pointed  out  by  the  eftates 
we  had  alienated  and  fquaridered  ?  but  we  muff, 
I  fear,  pay  an  higher  compliment  to  the  great 
politicians  amongfl  us,  who  are  contending  for 
fuch  a  fcheme. 

They  rnuft  certainly  have  a  wider  reach,  and 
intend  to  fecure  ibmething  like  a  conftitutional 
iubordination  in  America,  even  though  they  give 
up  the  exploded  principles  of  taxation,  and  per- 
mit the  infringement  of  the  A61  of  Navigation. 
But  are  we  fo  little  acquainted  with  human  ns- 
ture,  as  not  to  fee  that  this  would  anfwer  no  other 
purpofe,  than  that  of  keeping  alive  a  continual 
diftruft  in  the  Americans,  a  continual  jealoufy  of 
intended  encroachment,  and  would  eternally  prc- 
irent  the  ancient  wounds  from  doling  ?  From  the 
prefent  Adminiftration  I  can,  indeed,  fesr  nothing, 
fcecaufe  there  is  fcarcely  a  man  amongil  them, 
that  is  not  perfonally  pledged  to  the  people  for 
the  integrity  of  his  intentions,  and  for  the  redrefs 
of  public  grievances.  But  is  their  continuance 
eternal  ?  have  we  not  feen  premature  political 
death  cut  off  as  promifing  adminiilrations,  even 
in  the  bloom  of  fportive  iufancy  ? — Alas!  who  does 

not 
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hot  know  the  thoufand  unforefeen  contingencies 
that  may  deprive  us  of  the  fruits  of  their  labours, 
and  change  the  prefent  mild,  pacific,  unoffending 
fpiritof  our  councils,  into  gall  and  rancour  ? — But 
how  is  this  fubordi nation  to  be  fecured  ?  Is  it  to 
be  guaranteed  by  Congrefs,  or  is  it  to  be  main- 
tained bv  thofe  red-coaled  citizens,  who  enforce  the 
*  * 

execution  of  civil  laws,  under  the  denomination 
of  a  military  force?  In  the  one  cafe,  I  fear,  left 
the  dependence  fhould  be  merely  nominal,  al- 
though it  produce  moil  of  the  inconveniences  of; 
a  real  one ;  in  the  other,  I  dread,  leaft  the  Ame- 
ricans fhould  object  to  refigning  every  thing  into 
the  hands  of  military  guardians,  without  over- 
awing them  by  a  fuperior  number  of  their  own 
militia.  In  that  cafe,  where  will  be  their  effi- 
cacy ? — Or  were  they  nearly  balanced,  who 
will  infure  the  continuation  of  even  a  month'-} 
agreement  between  high-minded  men  accuf- 
tomed  to  decide  every  thing  by  the  fword,  and 
infpired  with  all  the  aniraofities  which  the  pre« 
fent  conteft  has  breathed  into  their  ibuls  ? 
Should  feuds  arife,  fhould  blood  be  Ihed,  will 
their  refpe6live  nations  be  unconcerned  fpecla- 
tors  of  the  fray  ?  And  then  the  offices  of  flare, 

• 

are  they  to  be  filled  up  by  Congrefs,  by  the  peo- 
ple of  every  ft  ate,  or  by  the  Britifh  Mini  lie  r  ? 
—Will  the  Americans  acquiefce  in  fuch  nomina- 
tions ?  Will  they  fufpecl  no  frauds,  no  influence, 

no 


no  interference  of  the  Treafury,  no  attempt 
upon  their  Roman  virtue  ? — Or,  fhould  they 
fufpecl;  fuch  practices,  however  innocent,  will 
haughty  fouls  like  theirs  tamely  acquiefce,  in 
fufFering  Britiih  gold  to  win  its  way  where 
Britifh  fleel  has  failed  ?  Will  they  not  return 
with  tenfold  fury  to  their  beloved  Indepen- 
dence, and  will  not  every  circum fiance  I  have 
mentioned  be  diffident  to  difiblve  the  feeble 
connection,  or  kindle  the  ill-extinguiihed  flames 
anew  ? — 

But  I  am  reafonin^  about  events,  which  are  fo 
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little  likely  to  happen,  that  they  fcarcely  deferve  a 
moment's  confideration  ;  and  the  two  principal 
divilions  of  politicians  in  this  country,  cannot* 
without  the  lafi  incorififtency,  admit  their  proba- 
bility for  an  inltanr.  Thofe  who  have  always  aflfert 
ed,  that  the  Americans  have  long  defired  indepen- 
dence, even  prior  to  thefe  unfortunate  difputes, 
can  hardly  imagine  that  they  will  give  up  the 
darling  object  of  their  intrigues,  the  very  fjifl 
moment  they  have  obtained  it;  and  thofe  who 
believe  the  afTertions  of  the  Americans  themfdves, 
and  the  evidence  of  events,  that  every  ftep  they 
have  taken  in  this  affair,  has  been  fuggefled  and 
neceflitated  by  the  perfections  of  this  country, 
will  not  believe  that  they  will,  on  a  fudden,  ac- 
quire fo  much  confidence  in  us,  or  retain  as  little 
in  themfelves.  It  is  now  time  for  the  Englith  to 

lay 


lay  afide  their  foolifh  contempt  of  men,  who  arc 
descended  from  their  own  nation,  who  boaft  an 
equal  mare  of  all  the  qualities  which  have  ever 
diftinguifhed  it ;  and  to  believe  that  the  Ameri- 
cans no  more  want  ability  in  their  councils,  than 
valour  in  the  field.  Let  us  not  then  imagine 
them  fo  grofsly  ignorant  of  their  own  fituation 
and  of  ours,  as  to  grant  to  negociations  what  they 
have  refufed  to  arms.  Let  us  not  imagine 
them  either  fo  devoid  of  reafon,  or  of  honour, 
or  fo  ignorant  of  their  own  eflential  interelis,  as 
to  enter  into  any  treaty  with  us,  which  would 
cover  them  with  the  imputation  of  perfidy,  and 
deprive  them  of  the  friendihip  ?nd  afliltance  of 
the  other  nations  of  Europe.  Were  it  even 
podible  that  the  great  body  of  the  people  of 
America,  for  there  is  no  virtual  reprefentation 
there,  mould  overlook  the  neceffary  confequences 
of  fuch  a  meafure,  let  us  have  a  better  opinion 
of  the  abilities  and  of  the  ambition  of  their 
leaders,  than  to  imagine  that  they  would  fufifer 
them  to  accede  to  fuch  propofals,  without  open- 
ing their  eyes  to  all  its  poffible  erTecls.  We 
did  not  find  them  fo  eafy  to  be  deceived,  or 
wrought  upon,  when  the  conciliatory  propofi- 
dons  of  1778  were  fent  over-,  and  we  mutt  have 
a  very  peculiar  view  of  human  nature,  if  we 
imagine  that  fuccefs  is  likely  to  render  the  mind 
more  tractable  and  humble.  Have  we  ever  ex- 
perienced thefe  effefts  ourfelves  ? 

Let 
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Let  me  now  be  permitted  to  enquire  what 
are  the  advantages  likely  to  enfue  from  a  ge- 
nerous avowal  of  the  independence  of  Ame* 
rica.  The  firfl  advantage  which  I  think  will 
arife  from  it,  is  that  of  changing  the  entire  na- 
ture of  the  conteft,  and  placing  Great  Britain 
In  a  lefs  odious  point  of  view  to  all  the  neigh* 
bouring  nations. 

When  we  take  a  retrofpeclive  view  of  modern 
hiftory,  we  mall  find  that  almoft  every  people 
of  Europe  has,  at  fome  period  of  their  exift- 
ence,  been  feized  with  the  delirium  of  ex- 
tending their  power  by  conqued ;  and  of  thefe 
bold  difturbers  of  human  peace,  that  there  is 
icajfceiy  one  that  has  not  expiated  its  rafh  ex- 
ertions, by  ages  of  inactivity  and  weaknefs. 
Venice,  Portugal,  and  Sweden,  have  juft  afto- 
xirfhed  the  world,  like  (hort-lived  meteors,  by 
their  tranfitory  greatnefs :  Spain  and  France 
have  fcattered  terror  and  difmay,  with  the  more 
continued  blaze  of  cornets ;  but  both  the  for- 
mer and  the  latter  have  refigned  their  place  to 
England,  who,  unterrified  by  pail  experience, 
Tufhed  forward  in  the  lame  mad  career,  and 
advanced  rapidly  to  her  decline.  Europe,  thac 
Jiad  ib  often  feen  her  the  patronefs  of  liberty, 
and  the  generous  foe  to  tyrants,  beheld  her  in- 
fatuation with  mingled  grief  and  pity,  till, 
rouzcd  by  the  flrong  impulle  of  intereft,  or  ir- 
ritated 
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rztated  by  injuries,  the  different  nations  that 
compofe  it  have  either  engaged  in  the  conteft, 
or  prepared  themfelves  to  repel  the  violence 
they  dreaded,  with  equal  violence.  But  this 
jealoufy  of  England,  like  the  caufes  ;nat  have 
occafioned  it,  is  t^anfitory  and  eafy  3C  re- 
moved. The  natural  envy  that  ati-  Is  a 
powerful  and  conquering  nation,  a  want  of  .  . 
deration  in  the  exercife  of  that  fuperiority,  anci 
the  immenfe  fpoils  which  the  emancipation  of 
Ameiica  from  all  commercial  reftraints  pro- 
mifes  to  the  different  kingdoms  of  Europe, 
have  been  the  caufes  that  have  indifpofed  them 
againft  their  ancient  friend  and  ally.  It  may 
have  been  their  intereft,  it  may  have  been  their 
paflion,  to  clip  the  wings  of  her  inordinate  am- 
bition, and  to  increafe  their  own  naval  impor- 
tance, by  lowering  hers.  But  the  hour  of  Bri« 
tifh  infolence  is  pad,  the  meafure  of  her  dif- 
grace  is  full,  and  it  can  neither  be  their  intereft 
or  their  paffion  that  England  mould  be  reduced 
beycnd  a  certain  point ;  flill  lefs  can  it  be  their 
aim  and  object  to  fupport  the  maritime  great- 
nefs  of  France  and  Spain,  thofe  ancient  and  in- 
veterate enemies  to  the  common  liberties  of 
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Europe. 

Let  England,  therefore,  give  up  thfc  only  ob- 
ject which  the  reft  of  Europe  demands;  an  object 
fhe  may  yield  with  magnanimity,  but  cannot 

F  withhold; 
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withhold;  and  from  that   iriflant  ihe  will  be  en-* 
abled  to  make  an  honourable  peace,  or,  if  com- 
pelled to  cany  on  the  war,  the  principles  and  for* 
tune  of  it  will  be  changed.     France  has  hitherto 
had  the  addrefs  to  cover  her  ambitious  views  with 
the  fpecious   fernblance  of  moderation;   me  has 
ceafed  to  be  the  common  invader  of  all  her  neigh- 
bours, and  the  diftui  ber  of  the  general  peace ;  {he 
is  become  the  patronefs    of   univerfal  liberty,  the 
guardian  of  public  rights,    and  the  difmterefted 
championcfs  of  the   diftrefled.     England,  on  the 
contrary,  from  the  unfortunate  principles  of  the 
war  in  which  ihe  is  engaged,  and  from  the  head- 
long fpirit  of  revenge  with  which  {lie  has  profe- 
cuted  it;  has  loft  the  advantage  of  the  ground, 
and  prefenfed  herfelf  to  the  eyes  of  Europe,  too 
much    in   the  light  of  a  proud,  imperious    con- 
queror.    So  long  as  flie  fufFers  the  conteil  to  b$ 
carried  on  upon  its  prefent   principles,  that  dif- 
advantage  will  remain;  and  her  crafty  rival  may 
bereave   her  of  all   her  rnoft  valuable  pofledions 
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with  the  appearance  of  defiring  peace,  and  only 
aciing  upon  the  defenfive.  But  let  England  once 
defift  from  thofe  ambitious  fchemes  of  fubjugating 
the  Colonies,  which  have  already  coft  her  fo 
nv-r!i ;  and  offering  them  the  contefted  points., 

offor   to  her  other  enemies  an  equitable   peace  ; 
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and  France,   who  is  the  principal  of  her  enemies, 
will  either  be  compelled  to  accept  it,  or  to  lofe 

her 
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her  prefent  fituation.  Not  all  the  artifices  fhe  can 
then  ufe,  not  all  her  policy,  will  then  prevent  her 
From  appearing  the  aggfeflbr ;  and  (he  will  excite 
fo  much  the  more  jealoiify  and  fufpicion,  as  her 
prefent  diffimulation  is  deeper,  and  her  ambition 
more  carefully  concealed. 

If  we  now  confider  the  confederacy  which  is  form- 
ed againft  us,  we  mail  find  it  compofed  of  the  moll 
difcbrdant  and  heterogeneous  elements.  All  the 
States  that  conftitute  it,  vary  as  much  in  their  re- 
fpe£Uve  interefis,  as  they  do  in  language,  manners, 
prejudices  and  government.  America  with  a  wi(h 
of  which,  perhaps  (he  is  fcarcely  fenfible,  to  be 
reconciled  to  the  parent  ftate,  provided  England 
will  treat  her  like  a  child  that  is  arrived  at  matu- 
rity, and  acknowledge  her  independence,  is  obliged 
to  treat  a  nation,  of  whofe  defigns  (he  is  fecretly 
fufpicious,  with  confidence  and  refpect.  France, 
on  the  contrary,  whofe  darling  object  is  to  weaken 
the  naval  power  of  England,  till  it  become  infe- 
rior to  her  own,  is  fupporting  a  rifing  empire,  of 
which  (he  either  is,  or  (hortly  will  be  jealous. 
Holland,  irritated  by  the  injuries  and  provocations 
flie  has  received,  by  the  invafion  of  her  commerce, 
the  capture  of  her  fettlements,  and  the  intrigues' 
which  (he  fufpeds  this  country  to  have  carried  on 
againit  her  liberty,  is  waging  a  war  cf  defence, 
of  indignation,  and  of  revenge.  Spain,  who  had 
Originally  but  little  inducement  to  intermeddle,  is 
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probably  bribed  with  the  hopes  of  recovering 
maica  and   Gibraltar;    and  without  farther  conn- 
deration,  intereft,  or  paftion,  is  combating  to  ag- 
grandize an   ally,  againfl  whom  fhe  entertains  a 
fecret  and  hereditary  hatred. — If  the  view,  which 
I  have  here  prefented,  of  the  intereft  and  defigns 
of  the  feverai  nations  with  whom  we  are  involved 
be  juft,  it  mull  appear  probable,  that  the  obftina- 
ty  of  England,  in  profecuting  a  war,  to  fubjugats 
the  colonies,  and  her  impatience  of  every  obilacle, 
have  proved  the  flrongert  bonds   of  confederacy 
to  her  enemies.     The  xra,  therefore,  of  her  de- 
jifting  from  this  definitive  claim,  whofe  fatal  con- 
fequences  (he  has  fufficiently  experienced,  will  be 
the  commencement  of  difcord  and  diftruft,  amongft 
allies,  whom  accidental,    not  permanent  imerells 
have  united.  France,  her  fell",  Ihould  (he  be  guided 
by  enlightened  and  extenfive  views  of  her  own 
interefl,  may  be  contented  with  the  honour  and 
advantages  fhe  has  gained,  and  wifely  fear  a  reverfe; 
Ihe  may  perhaps  perceive,  that  the  projecl  of  de- 
ilroying  the  public  credit,  and  exhauiling  the  re- 
fources  of  England,  may,  by  a  continuance  of  the 
war,  recoil  upon  her  own  head;  and  thele  con- 
liderations  may  make  her  as  willing  to  accept,  as 
we  are  to  offer  terms  of  peace.     As  to  Holland, 
although  the  prelent  impulfe  of  pailion,  and  the 
defire  of  revenge,  may  momentarily  tranfport  her 
from  her   natural   peaceable  bias,    there  is  little 
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doubt  but  fhe  will  be  foftened,  when  i"he  perceived 
a  real  and  important  change  in  the  councils  of  this 
country ;   and  that  fhe  v  ill  foon  ficken  of  a  war, 
where  all  the  advantages  will  naturally  center  in 
her  more  powerful  allies,  and  where  viclory.  no 
lefs  than  defeat,  may  be  prejudicial  to  her  com- 
mercial intereils.     As  to  Spain,  as  no  particular 
interefts  or  pafiions  have  ied  her  into  the  war,  fo 
we  may  not  unnaturally  imagine  that  fhe  will  be 
glad  to  free  herfelf  from  the  dangers  and  expences 
which  attend  it,  by'  feizing  the  fir  (I  opportunity 
of  an  honourable   peace  ;  more  efpecially   if  any 
Unexpected  misfortune  mould  intervene,  to  abate 
the  pride,  which  unwonted  fucceiles  may  have  raifed. 
As  to  the  other  nations  of  Europe.   I  cannot 
retain  a  doubt,  that  they  would  then  find  it  as 
politic  to  reduce  the  infolence  of  France,  as  thtr 
now  have  that  of  England,  and  that  allies  would 
hot  be   wanting   in  fo  juft  a  cauie,  if  neceffary. 
Nor  would  the  advantage  be  lefs  confpicuous,  as 
to  every  purpofe  of  internal  defence.     For  every 
difference  of  opinion  mult  then   be  filent,  every 
murmur  of  difcontent  and  oppofitiori  hufhed,  when 
the  immediate  queftion  related  only  to  the  com- 
mon  fafety  of  the    country.     What   individual, 
that  bore    the  name   of  Engliihman,  would    not 
feel  hirnfelf  rouzed  to  every  noble  exertion  ?  V/ho 
would   refufe  to  contribute  his  property  in  any 
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be  applied  to  national  defence,  not  to  the  wild 
jpurpofes  of  enflaving  others,  bribing  the  pretended 
reprefentatives  of  his  country,  or  to  fuftain  the 
luxury  of  proud  unfeeling  oppreflbrs  ?— Who 
would  even  withhold  his  blood,  if  that  blood  was 
neceffary  to  defend  his  own  juft  rights,  and  fave 
his  country's  honor  and  independence  from  deflruc- 
tion  ?  Thus,  and  thus  only,  would  the  refources 
of  England  be  found  really  inexhauftible;  when 
every  fcheme  of  felfifh  ambition  was  given  up? 
when  principles  of  juflice  were  fubflituted  to  the 
low  intrigues  and  frauds  that  have  long  difgraccd 
her  councils,  and  when  the  Minifters  of  the  So- 
vereign, were  at  length  become  the  friends  and 
patrons  of  the  public  liberties. 

A  very  considerable  portion  of  this  nation  has 
been  long  in  avowed  oppofition  to  public  rnea- 
fures ;  becaufe  they  believed  thofe  meafures,  with 
•whatever  fuccefs  attended,  adverfe  to  the  interefts 
and  liberties  of  their  country.  Thefe  men  have 
been  reviled  with  every  odious  epithet  which 
flander,  falfehood,  and  malice  could  invent:  they 
have  been  reprefented  as  ferperit*  that  were  foilered 
in  their  country 's  bofom,  while  they  were  watch- 
ing every  opportunity  to  iling  her  to  the  heart. 
I  believe  that  molt  of  thefe  gentlemen  have  treated 
fuch  informations  with  (he  lame  contempt  that  I 
have  felt  myrelf.  But  it  is  incumbent  on  all,  that 
avowed  thefe  principles  of  oppofition,  to 
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embrace    the  firft    opportunity   of  proving,  that 
they  are  animated  with  as  warm  a  zeal  for  their 
country's  welfare,  and  dare  as  nobly  in  her  jufl 
defence,  as  thofe  whofe  vaunts  and  menaces  have 
been  heard  the  loudeft.  It  is  alfo  incumbent  upon 
them  to  evince,  that  their  attachment  to  America, 
has  been  the  attachment  of  virtuous  citizens,  who 
think  the  real  intereir.  of  their  country  can  never 
be  promoted  by  execrable  and  felfifh  fchemes  of 
enflaving  others ;  not  a  guilty  preference  of  Ame- 
rica to  England.     Nor  can  I  daubt,  though  little 
inclined  to  pledge  myfelf  for  the  conduct  of  others, 
that  ihould  the  Americans  once  abandon  the  jufl 
grounds  of  felf-defence,  and  after  having  been  of- 
fered the  long  contefted  independence,  arid  terms 
of  peace  which  they  may  accept  confidently  with 
their  treaties,  league  with  the  enemies  of  Britain 

^2 

for  her  farther  humiliation,  that  from  that  inflant, 
their  warmer!  friends  would  become  their  molt  in- 
veterate enemies. 

Something  remains  to  be  faid  of  the  Americans 
themfelves;  and  as  far  as  human  reafon  may  pre- 
tend to  forefee  the  future,  thefe  are  the  confequen- 
ces  which  I  fhould  think  might  be  expeded  to 
arife  from  an  acknowledgment  of  their  indepen- 
dence. Perfecuted  as  they  have  been  by  the  arms 
of  Britain,  flruggling  at  once  for  liberty  and  ex- 
iftence,  it  is  no  wonder,  if  every  former  fenti- 
jrient  has  been  fufpended.  and  if  affection  has 
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yielded  its  place  to  bitternefs  and  rancour.  StiU 
lefs  can  we  be  furprized,  if  they  fhould  have  found 
a  friend  in  every  enemy  to  Britain,  and  have 
gladly  entered  into  every  alliance  that  fupported 
them  againfl  her  vindictive  claims.  Thofe,  who 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  juftified  the  Americans 
in  the  iiiit  periods  of  their  refinance  to  Britain, 
have  blamed  them  for  their  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, and  their  treaties  with  France,  feem  to 
poilefs  but  little  acquaintance  with  human  nature ; 
or  even  with  the  neceffary  confequences  of  their 
own  principles.  If  fuch  things  exiit  as  human 
rights,  which  ought  to  be  the  ban's  of  every  fociety, 
and  which,  when  once  invaded,  leave  mankind 
at  large  to  confult  their  own  prefervatidn,  by  fol- 
lowing the  dictates  of  reafon  and  experience  ;  it 
mufl  be  granted,  that  the  American  independence 
was  not  only  juflifiable,  but  unavoidable.  How 
eould  men  that  had  been  deliberately  placed  out 
of  the  protection  of  this  country,  and  devoted  to 
deftruclion,  confider  tbemfelves  as  owing  any  thing 
to  their  deftroyer?  Or  how  could  that  deftroyer 
be  confidered  as  the  proper  guardian  of  the  very 
rights  which  (he  had  invaded,  after  they  had  been 
fnatched  from  her  oppreflion,  by  the  bloody  ope- 
rations of  the  fvvord  ?  Britain  might,  indeed,  talk 
of  benefits,  confanguinity,  and  gratitude,  at  the 
very  inilant  that  Ihe  was  Ipreading  havock  and  de- 

vaftaiion  :  and  attempt  to  pciiuade  the  Americans 
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that  thefe  were  only  fymptoms  of  her  maternal 
care  and  her  zeal  for  conftitutional  liberty.  But 
not  all  the  fophiflry  of  her  ablell  advocates,  the 
diflinclions  of  her  lawyers,  or  the  pious  hypocrify 
of  her  churchmen,  can  be  expected  to  fihnce  the 
feejings  of  oi;r  nature,  or  convert  the  excefTes  of 
irritated  pride  into  the  effufions  of  tendernels  and 
affection.  Thofe  that  believe  tyranny  to  be  the 
favourite  attribute  of  Divinity,  and  that  Providence 
had  no  other  end  in  creating  the  innumerable  mil- 
lions which  people  the  earth,  than  to  foothe  the 
pride,  or  employ  the  vacant  moments  of  its  lazy 
and  befotted  vicegerents,  may  be  flartled  at  every 
exertion  of  human  liberty.  But  thofe;  that  in  the 
human  fpecies,  behold  an  animal  endowed,  in- 
deed, with  nobler  faculties^  and  deftined  ultimately 
to  an  higher  end,  but  agitated  and  impelled  by 
the  fame  paffions  which  govern  every  other  kind, 
\vill  laugh  at  the  opinion,  that  there  are  indivi- 
duals only  born  for  the  fervice  of  others,  or  nati- 
ons that  are  not  to  exifl  without  the  permiffion  of 
their  equals.  When  they  are  gravely  told,  that 
the  Americans  mufl  not  make  laws  for  their  own 
government,  becaufe  they  are  originally  c]efcendecl 
from  the  Engli(h,  they  will  afk,  if  the  courfer  that 
bounds  along  the  mountains  of  Chili,  muft  not 
graze  the  herbage,  or  talle  the  fpring,  without  the 
formal  permiffion  of  his  Andelufian  brethren  ? 
Or  whether  the  patient  ox,  that  (lowly  brea-ks  the 
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fallows  of  our  weftern  hills,  may  claim  a  right  to, 
difpofe  of  the  immenfe  Savannahs  of  America  ? 
They  will  afk,  if  there  is  any  law  of  Heaven  or 
Nature,  more  certain,  more  univerfal,  more  obli- 
gatory, than  that  of  felf-preferva,tion;  and  whe- 
ther  Great  Britain,  when  fhe  obliged  the  Ameri- 
cans to  draw  the  fword  for  their  own  defence,  did 
not  herfelf  wave  every  other  claim,  and  diflblve 
every  other  compact  ? -If,  therefore,  the  Ame- 
ricans were  right  in  the  firft  moments  of  their  re- 
fiflance,  it  will  follow,  that  they  were  right  in 
every  fubfequent  one  -3  fince  the  fame  imminent 
neceffity  continually  impended ;  fince  gratitude  and 
perfecution,  government  and  hoflility,  are  incom- 
patible terms ;  and  fince  univerfal  experience  has 
demonftrated,  that  no  human  paflion  is  fo  little  to. 
be  traded  as  difapppinted  ambition,     That  necef- 
fity,  therefore,    which  made   them  firfl  take   up, 
arms,  produced  their  independence,  and  their  al- 
liance with  France ;  and  that  independence  mufl 
incline  them  to  league  with  every  nation   that  is 
inimical  to  Britain,  fo  long  as  Britain  retains  the 
power  and  the  inclination  to  annoy  them.     The 
bafis,  therefore,  of  this  alliance  is  mutual  dread, 
and  mutual  jealoufy  of  this  country  ,  and  the  po- 
licy of  thofe  who  think  it  is  to  be   diffolved  by  a 
continuance  of  the  war,  unlefs  we  deem  ourfelves 
equal  to  the  conqueft  of  both  nations,  resembles 
the  attempt  pf  tjie  North  Wincl  in  the  Fable,  to 
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inake  the  Traveller  lay  afide  his  cloak;  the  keener 
blew  the  blaft,  the  clofer  he  wrapt  his  rharitle  round 
him,  to  defend  him  frdni  its  feverity. 

But  let  Oreat  Britain  defift  from  her  chimerical 
attempts  to  fubdue  a  country  that  is  at  this  mo- 
ment better  prepared  for  internal  defence  thari 
herfelf ;  let  her  either  withdraw  her  garrifons  from 
the  American  towns,  cr  flipulate  to  withdraw 
them  upon  fair  and  honourable  terms;  let  her  above 
all  give  every  evidence,  that  under  the  propofals 
of  reconciliation,  fhe  conceals  no  infidious  project 
of  renewing  a  war  of  conqueft,  and  it  is  probable 
that  fhe  may  unbind  the  chain,  which  all  her  for- 
ces would  never  be  fufficient  to  break.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  from  this  moment  the  Americans  will  ceafe 
to  confider  the  Englifh  people  as  their  foe ;  that 
from  this  moment  every  former  prejudice  in  their 
favour  will  be  revived,  and  every  antient  affec- 
tion recur  to  their  minds.  Their  prohibitory  laws 
will  be  repealed,  their  ihips,  no  longer  fettered 
by  the  tyrannic  influence  of  navigation  laws,  will 
voluntarily  find  their  way  to  our  ports,  and  their 
harbours  in  return  will  be  open  to  our  fleets.  The 
induftry  and  ingenuity  of  our  manufacturers  will 
again  find  ample  employment,  when  fo  immenfe 
a  market  is  opened  to  their  exertions.  In  this 
fenfe,  the  colonies  will  Mill  be  ours  i  ours  in  every 
rational  and  enlightened  view  of  interefl,  with- 
out infringing  the  rights  of  nature,  or  violating 
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the  laws  of  Jmmanity.     Every  increafe  of  popu- 
lation, or  agriculture  amonglt   them,  will  equally 
contribute  to  our  advantage,  by  the  increafed  de- 
mand for  our  commodities  ;  thus  will  they  volun- 
tarily alleviate  our  burthens,  and  bear  without  re- 
pining, the  enormous  weight  of  the  public  itn- 
pofitions  here.     And  indeed,  if  we  confider  the 
true  interefh  of  this  country,  we  fhall  find  that  it 
is  commerce  alone  which  had  raifed  us  to  our  late 
envied  pitch  of  greatnefs ;  and  that  it  is  by  com- 
merce only  that   we  can  hope  to  preferve  fome 
political  importance,  and  the  mattered  fragments 
of  our  empire.     We.  neither  poflefs   that  vaft  ex- 
tent of  country,  or  population,  which  can  fit  us 
to  afpire  at  dominion  by  coriqueft.     Above  all, 
our  infular  fituation,  while  it  fecures  us  from  the 
fudden  irruption  of  our  neighbours,  renders  them 
in  turn  more  independent  of  us.     For  although 
the  empire  of  the  fea,  may  in  a  certain  degree 
command  refpecl  by  land,  yet  I  cannot  recollecl:  a 
fingle  inilance  of  any  country's   being  conquered 
by  a  naval  invafion,  that  pofiefTed  even  moderate 
refources,  or  the  common  means  of  felf-defence. 
The  Carthagenians,  who  were  destroyed  by  Scipio, 
in  the  third  Punic  War,  conftitute  no  exception ; 
fince  they  were  firft  exhauiled  by  their  own  im- 
prudent efforts,    and  afterwards  deferred  by  the 
other  nations  of  Africa,  to  whofe  jealouly  the  great- 
er  part  of  the  Roman  fuccefs  was  owing.     Still 
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iefs,  can  the  conqueft  of  the  new  world  by  Cortdz, 
in  the  fixteenth  century,  be  admitted  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  rule ;  for  there,  the  inequality  of  arms 
and  difcipline  operated  with  an  almoft  irrefiftible 
force ;  yet  even  that  fuperiority  would  have  been 
vain,  had  not  the  impolitic  jealoufy  of  the  Tlaf- 
calans  faved  the  common  deftroyer  from  impend- 
ing ruin,  and  firft  eftablifhed  the  Spanifh  tyranny 
in  Mexico.  But  as  Britain  can  never  look  for  6- 
milar  contingencies,  fo  (lie  will  be  precluded  from 
the  dangerous  delufion  of  attempting  diftant  con- 
quefb,  the  inftant  (lie  properly  confiders  the  na- 
ture of  her  own  infular  filiation.  Happy  indeed 
would  it  have  been  for  her,  had  ihe  perceived  this 
great  truth  a  little  earlier.  For  had  fhe  call  even 
a  fuperficial  view  upon  fome  of  the  mofl  impor- 
tant parts  of  her  hiftory,  fhe  would  have  feen 
enough  to  ficken  her  with  the  very  idea  of  carry- 
ing on  an  offeufive  war,  more  efpecially  at  fuch  a 
diilance,  as  rnufl  inevitably  render  courage,  policy, 
and  even  riches  vain,  if  Hie  had  to  do  with  ene- 
mies that  were  not  wanting  to  themfelves.  What 
end  did  all  the  decifive  yidlori.es  which  fhe  for* 
merly  gained  over  the  French  produce,  but  new 
toils,  new  contefls,  f  re  ill  wafts  of  blood  and  trea- 
fure,  and  at  length  her  final  cxpulfion  from  every 
province  which  fhe  had  ever  held  ?  What  were 
the  effects  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century, 
of  all  the  bloody  wars  about  the  Sparufn  fuccef- 
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£oh  ?  Did  they  not  eftd,  in  fpite  of  all  her  boafied 
advantages,  in  the  accumulation  of  her  own  debts, 
and  the  eftabliihmerit  of  the  very  competitor  they 
Were  meant  to  exclude  ?  Have  not  the  fame  effects, 
at  a  later  period,  been  the  uniform  confequences 
of  every  continental  war  Ihe  has  waged.  And  in 
refpeft  to  the  prefent  American  conteft,  did  not 
every  difpaflionate  perfon  foretell  the  event,  or  at 
lead  demonflrate,  that  whether  baffled  or  victori- 
ous, fhe  mull  fuffer  rcighty  loffes,  fuch  as 
Ihe  might  never  recover,  without  the  lead  ra- 
tional hope  of  advantage.  For  granting  for 
an  inftant,  that  the  firfl  victories  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  arms  had  been  as  decifive  as  they  were 
fplefidid,  I  cannot  help  deliberately  aflerting,  that 
unlefs  we  had  given  up  all  the  controverted  points 
at  once,  and  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the  irritated 
minds  of  the  Americans,  by  reftoring  to  them  all 
they  had  loft,  the  event  might  have  been  fome- 
thing  later,  but  would  have  been  precitely  the 
fame  as  at  prefent.  As  to  the  firfl  alternative.  I 
leave  good  men  to  conjecture  the  nature  of  that 

conflitutional  liberty  which  was  intended  for  the 
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conquered  Americans ;  but  I  cannot  help  making 
fome  reflexions  upon  the  fecond  cafe,  becaufe  the 
ideas  of  conquefl,  however  fupprefled  by  the  Ik* 
tie  checks  we  have  received  in  our  career  of  vic- 
tory, do  not  feem  entirely  extinguifhed  in  fome 
minds.  Let  us  therefore  fuppofe  that  the  fame 
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cxpence  of  blood  and  treafure,  which  at  the  end 
of  feven  years  has  placed  this  country  in  a  worfe 
fituation,  both  as  to  conqueft  and  defence,  than 
at  the  beginning,  had  produced  a  temporary  cef- 
fation  of  hoftilities ;  and  that  after  a  certain  num- 
ber of  civil  and  military  executions,  confifcations 
of  property,  &c.  &c.  his  Majefly's  peace  had  been 
iucceflively  proclaimed  in  all  the  thirteen  provin- 
ces of  America.  May  we  not  fuppofe,  that  the 
fame  excellent  policy  which  inclined  our  govern- 
ment to  make  war,  in  order  to  reduce  the  exube- 
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rant  fpirit  of  liberty  in  the  colonies  to  the  proper 
bounds   of  loyalty  and   difcretion,    would  have 
judged  it  equally  expedient  to  provide  for  futu- 
rity, by  modelling  their   refpe&ive   governments 
to  that  excellent  fyftem  of  conftitutional  liberty, 
\vhich  is  at  this  day  found  in  Canada  ?  And  would 
not  fuch  alterations  have  probably  left  that  leaven 
of  difcontent,  which  would  have  made  it  neceflary 
to  maintain  a  military  force  amongil  the  conquered, 
amounting  to  at  leafl  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  men, 
to  prevent   future  infurrec~lions  ?  Muft  not  that 
military   force  have    been   continually  increafed 
with  the  increafing  population  of  America,  which 
is  reckoned  to  double  in  about  twenty  years,  to 
prevent   its  becoming  inadequate   to  its  intended 
object  ?  And  would  it  have  been  an  eafy  talk  to 
govern    eighty,  an   hundred   and  fixty    thoufand 
rnen;  and  the  indefinite  multiples    of  that  num- 
ber, 
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be*,  by  orders  from  the  War-Office  here  ?  Would 
it  have  heen  agreeable  to  our  gentlemen,  who  with 
fa  much  true  wildom  and  found  policy  voted  the 
American  war,  in  order  to  lower  their  own  taxes, 
to  fee  the  land-tax  doubled,  trigpIedL  &c.  in  or- 
der to  pay  their  military  deputies  m  America  ? 
Or,  can  any  one  ilippofe,  that  the  defolations  of 
fuch  a  war,  as  would  have  fubdued  all  pppoGtion 

1 

on  that  continent,  would  have  left  the  inhabitants 

• 

any  refources  to  pay  fuch  a  peace-eftablifnment  ? 
As  there  mud  have  arrived  a  term,  beyond  which 
it  was  utterly  impoflible  to  increafe  the  numbers 
of  our  army  there,'  would  it  not  have  been  at 
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leaft  neceflTary  either  to   prevent  the  farther  in- 
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creafe  of  population  by  an  act  of  cur  omnipotent 
Parliament ;  by  deflroying  a  given  proportion  of 
all  the  children  that  mould  be  born  -,  by  felling 
them  as  journeymen  to  the  loyal  manufacturers 
of  Liverpool,  Manchefter,  £c.  or  elfe  to  relin- 
quim  at  fome  given  period,  the  whole  American 
continent,  and  leave  it  to  that  independence  which 
we  fo  much  dread  ?  And  laflly,  would  there  not 
have  been  fume  danger  in  the  mean  time,  that  all 
our  ambitious  neighbours  in  Europe,  would  have 
continually  call  an  eye  to  America,  as  our  molt 
vulnerable  part  •,  and  have  required  every  real  or 
'imaginary  offence  from  us,  by  entering  into 
leagues  with  the  exafpcrated  colonies,  fending 
them  effectual  fuccours  to  excite  new  rebellions, 

and 
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arid  lighting  up  new  wars ;  till  the  utter  ruin  of 
this  country  had  produced  the  final  emancipation 
of  all  its  dependencies  ? 

It  is  not  without  particular  defign,  that  I  have 
entered  into  this  digreffion;  for  I  have  feen  my 
countrymen  fo  generally  elated  with  the  late  tri- 
fling  and    accidental   fuccefTes,    and   forming   to 
thernfelves  fuch  mighty  and  chimerical  expecta- 
tions, which  feem   to  embrace   no  lefs  an  object 
than  the  deftruclion  of  the  whole  naval  forces  of 
all  their  enemies,  that  I  cannot  help  trembling  for 
the  event.     Convinced  as  I  am,  that  there  is  no 
alternative  between  giving  up    the  independence 
of  America,  and  feizing  the  firft  opportunity  of 
making  a  general  peace,  or  of  engaging  anew  in 
all  the  horrors  and  difafters  of  a  war  of  conqueflj 
which  muft  end  in  the  utter  ruin  of  this  country, 
I  cannot  help  attempting  to  rouze  them  from  their 
temporary    delirium,  which   is   as  little   allied   to 
real   greatnefs  as  it  is  to  found  reafon  and  policy. 
For  this  reafon,  I  have  ftated  the  confequences^ 
which  appear  to  me  inevitable,  had  even  the  Bri- 
tiih  arms,  in  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
war,  been  attended  with  the  moft  ample  and  un- 
equivocal fuccefs. — But  if  we  are  to  confider  the 
fuccefs  of  Admiral  Barrington,  as  the  beginning 
of  a  new  war,  which  fome  of  our  politicians  have 
aflerted,  let  the  Englifh  people   confider,    while 
they  are  yet  upon  the  fhore,  the  immenfity  of  that 
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fba  on  which  they  are  preparing  to  embark !  What 
deluges  of  blood   muft  flow,    what  millions   of 
treafure  be  confumed,  before  this  country  could 
be  brought  back  to  a  iituatiori  in  which  me  had  the 
fmalleft  hopes  of  fuccefs !  As  to  the  united  navies 
of  our  enemies,  are  they  not  confefledly   to  ours 
in  the  proportion  of  three  to  two  ?  Have  not  the 
French,  in  every  engagement,  given  fuch  decifive 
proofs,  both  of  feamanfhip   and  courage,    as  to 
leave  us  no  pretence  to  victory,  upon  equal  terms, 
and  frequently  fcarcely  the  poor  confolation  of 
explaining  away  a  defeat  ?  Have  not  the  Dutch , 
whom,  in  fpite  of  Briti(h  prejudices*  I  do  not  he- 
iitate  to  name  a  brave  and  injured  natron,  given 
us  fuch  unequivocal  proofs  of  cool  and  inflexible 
bravery,  that  we  feem  ready  to   (brink  from  the 
conteft    which    we    had  fo  wantonly    provoked  ? 
What  elfe    did  all  thofe  public  rejoicings  mean, 
upon  the  bare  idea  of  a  feparate  peace  with  a  peo- 
ple, whom,  within  fcarcely  the  interval  of  a  year,  I 
have  heard  reviled  with  every  odious  epithet,  in 
every  part  of  this  metropolis?   I   am  too   fenfible, 
that  truths  like  thefe,  are  little  calculated  to  gain 
me  cither  favour  or  popularity;  and  would fome 
abler  pen  have  undertaken  the  neceflary  and  dan- 
gerous  talk   of  awakening    the    public    to    their 
own  affairs,  by  telling  bold  unpalateable  truths,  I 
Ihould  with  pleafure  have  continued  in  native  un- 
molefted  obfcurity.— But  fince  no  abler  advocate 

has 
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lias  chofen  to  appear,  and  fince  fome  pofTible 
good  may  arife  from  even  thefe  weak  endeavours, 
if  they  ihould  turn  the  public  attention  to  the 
fober  difcuffion  of  thefe  important  points,  while 
all  the  rilk  and  danger  are  entirely  my  own,  I 
ihall  proceed  with  the  fame  fpirit  1  have  begun, 
to  the  end  of  my  fhort  career.  But  if  neither 
our  former  menaces  to  bereave  the  French  and 
Spaniards  of  all  their  pofTeffions  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  nor  our  deeper  laid  defign,  to  crufh  the 
Dutch  at  a  iingle  droke,  have  fucceeded  to  our 
wifh  ;  if  every  progreffive  year  has  feen  our  loffes 
increafe,  and  our  efforts  diminifh  in  the  fame 
proportion,  how  mighty,  how  complete  muft 
be  the  madnefs  that  only  propofes  to  end  the  war 
with  the  humiliation  of  all  our  enemies ! — Are 
\ve  yet  ignorant  that  war,  even  in  its  mod  fuo 
cefsful  date,  is  fcarcely  lefs  the  fcourge  of  the 
viftorious  than  of  the  vanquished  party?  Are 
Tve  uninformed,  that  it  is  mod  deftrudive  to  a 
commercial  country,  that  depends  for  its  greatnefs 
upon  a  free  exportation  of  its  produces  and  ma- 
nufactures ?  Do  we  confider  the  general  failure 
of  every  branch  of  internal  induftry,  with  the 
gradual  aberration  of  the  rich  dreams  of  external 
commerce,  which  formerly  enriched  us ;  thofe 
aberrations  which  it  is  yet  uncertain,  whether  an 
age  of  peace  and  fecurity  would  completely  bring 
back  into  their  deferted  former  channels  ?  Will 
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it  not  be  necefTaiy,  before  we  give  a  new  fcope  to 
arrogance  and  enterprize,  to   reckon  up  the  vail 
arrears  of  the  pad,  and  to   enquire  whether  the 
probable  lucceiTes  of  a  ten  years  war,  againfl  fuch 
formidable   opponents,    will   balance  the   certain 
expences  of  a  fingle  year's  delay  of  peace?  Are 
we  not  already  burthened,  beyond  the  poffibility 
pf  farther  endurance  ;  burthened,  till  even  the  in- 
ventive induflry  of  rninifterial  ingenuity  is  forced 
to  paufe  in  its  oppreflions ;  left,  by  the   increafe 
of  weight    unfkilfully   applied,    the  overcharged 
foundations  ihould  give  way,    and  the  immenfe 
fabric  of  debts  and  public  credit  fink,  to  rife  no 
more""  ?  And  is  it  in  this  fituation  that  the    En- 
glifh  nation   employs  itfelf  in  forming  vifionary 
fchemes  of  grandeur  and  command,  which,    were 
they  practicable,  might  afk  at  lead  another  {even 
years  bloody  war,    another  hundred  millions  ol" 
expence  in  the  execution  ?  In  the  mean  time,  the 
numerous  armies  of  America  furround  our  few  re- 
maining towns.  perhaps5liuilied  with  the  confidence 
of  victory,  and  puflied  on   by   the  cjdire  of  ven- 
geance, lead  the  {canty  remnants  of  our  late  vic^ 
toiious  bands  into  captivity  ;  perhaps,  in  the  new 
ardour  of  luccefsful  enterprize,  loll  back  the  tide 
of  war  upon  our  late  fecure  poITeffions,  and  aflift 
pur  enemies  to  feize  ail  that  fortune  has  hi'Lcno 
permitted    us    to    retain.     At   lead,  even  Pnould 
ihefe  ideas   be  premature,    the  fatal  progrefs  of 
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our  evil  deftiny  is  continually  accelerated,  while 
we  wafle  the  precious  moments  in  empty  dreams 
of  chimerical  exertions ;  the  wounds  which  we 
have  inflicted  upon  the  Americans,  are  fettering 
with  redoubled  anguifh  ;  all  Europe  is  preparing 
to  acknowledge  their  independence,  and  folicit 
their  alliance ;  the  riches  of  their  commerce,  the 
only  refource,  I  fear,  which,  even  with  an  imme- 
diate peace,  would  enable  us  to  bear  an  annual 
expence  of  fifteen  millions,*  are  doled  out  to  every 
competitor;  and  when  fome  new  misfortune  fhall 
rouze  us  from  our  trance,  it  may  find  us  reduced 
fo  low,  as  to  wifh  for  a  return  of  the  prefent  criiis, 
even  at  the  expence  of  half  our  remaining  territo- 
ries. 

Let  us  remember,  that  it  is  the  chara tie ri flic  of 
light  and  frivolous  minds   alone  to   be  elated  be- 
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yond  meafure  with  every  traniient  ray  of  better 
fortune;  to  be  eafily  incited  to  form  projects 
which  exceed  the  compafs  of  their  abilities,  and 
to  be  always  ready  to  throw  the  blame  of  pad 
mifcarriages  upon  every  thing  rather  than  their 
own  rafa  and  chimerical  projects.  With  fuch 
men,  the  change  of  a  General,  or  of  a  Minifter, 
ivill  at  any  time  infure  fuccefsj  and  encourage  the 
irjoft  extravagant  expectations.  They  cannot 
believe  that  heaven,  or  fortune,  will  be  fo  unjuft 

See  Lord  Stair's  pamphlet. 
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to  their  extraordinary  merits,  as  to  fubmit  their 
delliny  to  the  influence  of  the  common  caufes. 
which  controul  human  affairs  •,  or  refufe  to  work 

a  miracle,  whenever  a  miracle  is  necefTarv  to  ex- 

*  j 

tricate  them  from  the  effects  of  their  imprudence, 
Are  they  citizens,  like  the  Romans,  of  a  flare  which 
has  rifen  to  importance   by  feverer  difcipline  and 
ilricter  manners  ?  They  imagine  that  all  the  Gods 
have  fixed  their  residence  in  the  eternal  capitol,  and 
will  continue  to  defend  the  chofen  fpot,  although 
every   virtue  which  cemented  its    foundations  is 
withdrawn.  But  if  their  country,  by  a  rare  coinci- 
dence of  circumftances,  an  infular  fituation,  a  tem- 
perate climate,  a  fyflern  of  laws  which  encourage 
induftry  and  fecure  private  property,  has  arrived 
at  commercial  and  maritime  greatnefs,  they  mif- 
take  thefe  cafual  blefiings  for  the  inherent  proper- 
ties of  their  foil  and  climate.      They  imagine,  that 
they  may  with  impunity  engage  in  every  vile  and 
pernicious  project,  and  that  their   refources  will 
increafe  in  the  fame  proportion  that  they  exhauffc 
and  abufe  them.     Not  even  the  riipid  decline  of 
commerce,    their    own    increafing    poverty,    the 
rnifcarriage  of  their   enterprize,  the  lofs  of  their 
faired  pofleffions,  their  acknowledged   incapacity 
to  meet  their  enemies  on  the  ocean,  or  their  own 
fhores  in  confequence  undefended,  and  expofed 
to  every  invader,  can  make  them  abate  their  ar- 
>c™::::ce,  or  lower  their  pretcnfions :  Nor  ihould 
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1  doubt  that  fuch  a  people  might  gravely  claim 
the  empire  of  the  fea,  when  it  had  neither  com- 
merce, fleet,  or  feamen  left,  provided  fome  happy 
genius  fliould  inftitute  a  naval  proceffion.  or,  after 
the  example  of  the  Venetians,  proclaim  a  marriage 
to  be  folemnized  with  the  Atlantic. 

But  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  national  good 
fenfe,  when  properly  applied  to  the  invefligatiors 
of  the  fubjecl;,  will  check  the  defire  of  military 
glory,  and  at  length  fettle  in  that  only  meafure 
which  can  produce  any  degree  of  public  happinefs, 
a  general  and  fubHamial  peace.  Peace  is  the  firft 
and  mod  neceflary  reform  which  is  required.  It 
is  this  alone  that  can  re  (lore  the  aimed;  ruined  fcate 
of  our  finances,  if  that  reiteration  be  Mill  poflible. 
A  Uriel  and  uniform  oeconomy,  applied  with  un- 
remitting attention,  during  half  a  century  of  peace, 
might  perhaps  reduce  the  public  debts  within  a 
moderate  compafs :  but  what  can  be  expected 
from  oar  m millers  during  war,  even  though  they 
porTeiTed  a  degree  of  prudence  and  diiinterefled- 
nefs  which  have  never  yet  appeared  in  man  ?  It 
is  well  known  that  all  the  fchcmes  of  our  greatc^ 
political  Geconomifts  would  never  have  made  the 
public  favings  amount  to  half  a  million ;  while 
about  three  and  twenty  millions  may  be  calculated 
to  compofe  the  moderate  purchafe  of  a  fmgle 
year's  continuance  of  the  war.  Let  my  country- 
men then  ferioufly  reflect  upon  the  accumulation 
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of  public  debts,  fuch  as  I  believe  was  never  Expe- 
rienced in  any  other  country ;  upon  the  intolerable 
burthens  with  which  every  article  of  convenience, 
or  neceffity,  is  already  loaded ;  and  upon  forty 
or  fifty  additional  millions  of  outftanding  debts, 
which  mud,  in  all  probability,  be  direftly  funded, 
and  new  taxes  impofed  to  fupply  the  interefl,  at 
leaft  if  the  declining  commerce  of  the  country  can 
fupport  them,  before  new  fchemes  of  enterprize 
and  corvqueft  are  adopted.  I  ihould  then  wifli  to 
be  refolved  by  fome  of  our  ableft  calculators, 
whether  the  mofl  uninterrupted  fuccefTes  would  be 
likely  in  any  degree  to  pay  the  expences  they  had 
eoft ;  and  whether  the  fee  fimple  of  all  the  pcrf- 
feffions  we  have  loft,  excepting  the  monopoly  of 
the  American  commerce,  which  I  cannot  help 
fuppofing  out  of  the  queflion,  would  indemnify 
us  for  a  two  years  continuance  of  the  war.  But 
we  have  na  reafon  to  expect  fuch  uninterrupted 
fuccefs  from  any  thing  we  have  yet  experienced; 
and  nothing  but  the  mod  childifh  prefumption, 
can  found  a  fanguine  expectation  of  better  for- 
tune, upon  the  mere  remembrance  of  pa  ft  difafters. 
On  the  contrary,  though  we  have  been  repeatedly 
drawn  in,  like  lofing  gamefters,  to  hazard  more 
upon  a  frefh  flake,  we  have  conftantly  experienced 
the  lame  cataftrophe ;  nor  has  there  been  a  fingle 
period  of  fix  months,  which  has  not  degraded  us 
to  a  worfe  fituation  than  we  were  in  before,  and 
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Augmented  our  difficulties  both,  in  refpecl:  to 
making  peace  and  carrying  on  the  war. — But  as  to 
all  the  paft,  however  pernicious,  however  abfurd 
the  conteft  may  have  proved,  however  defervedly 
the  authors  of  it  may  be  reprobated  as  the  deli- 
berate enemies  of  their  country,  that  conteft  was 
lefs  abfurd  in  the  beginning,  and  lefs  pernicious 
in  the  continuance  than  it  would  prove  at  prefent. 
It  had  then  a  precife  and  determinate  object, 
however  fatal  both  to  humanity  and  public  liberty, 
the  exertion  of  the  legiflative  authority  of  Great 
Britain  over  the  colonies,  or,  in  more  explicit 
terms,  the  eftablifliment  of  unlimited  authority, 
and  the  reducing  them  to  a  ilate  of  unconditional 
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fervitude.  But  this  object,  however  execrable, 
was  adapted  to  pleafe  the  vanity  of  a  confiderable 
party  in  the  nation,  and  few  feemed  able  to  dif- 
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cern  the  immediate  lofs,  the  ultimate  fhame  and 
ruin  which  might  enfue.  Although  it  required  no 
great  penetration  to  forefee  that  the  attempts  of 
this  country  to  extend  her  authority  by  force  over 
the  colonies,  might  at  fome  future  period  produce 
their  final  emancipation,  yetfuchwas  the  apparent 
difproportion  of  the  conteft,  that  even  the  cleared 
understandings  might  doubt  concerning  the  im- 
mediate event.  But  with  the  prefent  experience 
of  our  own  weaknefs,  and  the  force  with  which 
we  are  to  engage,  nothing  ihort  of  madnefs  can 
hope  for  fuccefs  in  a  new  attack  upon  the  inde- 
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pendence  of  America.  Indeed,  the  abfurdity  would 
not  be  more  palpable,  were  we  to  revive  our  an- 
cient pretenfions  upon  France,  and  fend  over  a. 
Mighty  armament  to  annex  the  territories  of  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefly  to  the  crown  of  England. 
Were  we  then  to  continue  an  ofFenfive  war,  it  is 
plain  that  it  mud  now  be  a  war  entirely  without 
an  object,  fince  all  hopes  of  fubduing  the  colonies 
are  at  an  end ;  and  it  mud  be  a  druggie  of  mere 
difappointed  pride  and  refentment:  paflions,  which 
cannot  lonsc  influence  the  counfels  of  nations 

o 

without  the  greateft  danger,  even  in  their  meridian 
of  power  and  fortune.  Eut  as  to  ourfelves  we 
have  too  long  already  been  fubje6l  to  the  influence 
of  thefe  blind  guides,  and  wailed  too  much  m 
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rafh  and  vifionary  purfuits.  No  farther  projects, 
no  farther  experiments  can  be  tried  with  fafety, 
"unlefs  we  choofe  to  deftroy  our  remnant  of  wealth 
and  power,  as  icily  as  we  have  diffipated  all  the 
reft.  That  remnant,  if  wifely  managed,  is  at  lead 
fufficient  for  every  purpofe  of  national  happmefs, 
though  not  calculated  to  fatisfy  every  demand  of 
•national  vanity.  But  whatever  may  be  our  withes 
or  expectations,  whether  we  are  difpofed  to  con- 
tent ourfelves  with'  the  folid  enjoyments  of  fafeiy 
and  tranquility,  or  flill  afpire  at  dangerous  pre- 
eminence, peace  is  alike  neceffary  to  the  acqui- 
fitiori  of  either  objeQ.  Peace  alone  can  deliver 
us  from  the  enormous  burthens  with  which  in- 
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duftrv  is  loaded ;  or  at  Jeaft  prevent  the  neceffity 
of  new  oppreffions ;  peace  alone  can  revive  our 
drooping  commerce  and  agriculture,  and  enable  us, 
bv  wife  and  falutary  hws,  and  internal  efforts  at 
improvement,  to  increafe  our  population  and  ma- 
nufactures. Peace  would  enable  us  to  turn  our 
attention  at  leifure,  to  the  immenfe  territoiies  we 
polfefs  in  India;  a  territory  fo  vaft,  fo  fertile,  fo 
well  peopled,  that  it  might  con.pcnfate  many  of 
our  loiTes,  could  we  be  convinced  of  the  neceffity 
of  regulating  it  by  wholefome  laws,  adapted  co  the 
genius  of  the  inhabitants,  inftead  of  making  it  the 
theatre  where  European  plunderers  contend  for 
pillage.  Peace  would  make  us  more  refpeired  in 
all  the  dependencies  which  we  yet  retain,  and 
probably  eradicate  the  feeds  of  future  civil  wars, 
if  we  do  not  think  it  below  our  dignity  to  be 
taught  wifdom  by  our  pad  experience,  or  un- 
worthy our  greatnefs  to  redrefs  the  jufi  complaints 
we  have  occasioned  by  our  former  oppreflions. 

I  {hall  now  proceed  to  Hate  thofe  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  alliance  between  France  and  America, 
figned  at  Paris,  February  6,  1778,  which  relate 
to  the  prefent  fubject,  and  prove  the  improbability 
of  the  colonies  liflening  to  any  feparate  terms  of 
peace,  before  the  acknowledgment  of  their  inde- 
pendence. The  fecond  article  of  that  treaty  ex- 
prefsly  ilates,  that  "  The  effential  and  dire6l  end 
<c  of  the  prefent  defenfive  alliance  is.  to  maintain 
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<l  effectually  the  liberty,  fovereignty  and  inde- 
**  pendence,  abfolute  and  unlimited,  of  the  faid 
"  United  States,  as  well  in  matters  of  government 
cc  as  of  commerce."  The  8th  article  is  "Neither 
"  of  the  two  parties  fh#ll  conclude  either  truce  or 
<£  peace  with  Great  Britain  without  the  formal 
vc  confent  of  the  other  firft  obtained;  and  they 
"  mutually  engage  not  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
"  until  the  independence  of  the  United  States, 
<c  mail  have  been  formally  or  tacitly  allured  by 
"  the  treaty  or  treaties  that  fhall  terminate  the 
<c  war."  This  I  mould  think  is  fuffirient  to  prove 
}\ow  vifionary  and  unfounded  were  the  opinions 
which  lately  prevailed  with  many  of  my  country- 
men, that  the  Americans  would  obey  the  firft  in- 
vitation of  this  country  to  defert  the  French,  and 
even  league  with  us  againft  them.  Nothing  but 
the  fame  ignorance  and  inattention  xvhich  have 
guided  every  other  part  of  our  conduct  could 
poffibly  have  produced  fuch  a  judgment. 

But  a  more  fpccious  nnd  important  confequcnce 
may  be  deduced  from  the  articles  I  have  quoted ; 
that  even  mould  the  Englifh  allow  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Colonies  in  the  mod  unequivocal 
manner,  they  are  fo  involved  with  France,  that 
they  would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  fufpend 
hoflilitics  without  the  pevmiflion  of  their  allies. 
This  interpretation  is  certainly  not  unauthorized, 
and  is  a  fufficient  comment  upon  the  wifdom  of 
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tnofe,  who,  in  fpite  of  the  molt  authentic  i 
mation,  fuffered  the  Americans  to  enter  into  fuch 
,clofe  connexions  with  our  enemies,  at  a  time  wherj. 
it  is  probable  a  little  moderation  and  vigilance 
on  our  part  would  have  prevented  them.     But 
when  we  confider  the  fenfe  of  the  fecond  article, 
\vhich   explains  and  limits  the  nature  of  the  al- 
liance, we  (hall  find  that  it  exprefsly  declares  it  to 
be  defenfive  for  the  purpofe  of  maintaining  the 
fovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States. 
Again,  the  8th  article  confirms  this  interpretation 
by  limiting  the  duration  of  the   war  to  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  independence  of  America. 
The  obvious  and  literal  fenfe  of  this  treaty  there- 
fore is  to  ratify  a  defenfive  union  between  France 
and  America,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifhing  the 
independence  of  the  latter;  and  this  end  once  ob- 
tained, leaves  both  the  contracting  parties  at  liber- 
ty.    Nor  can  much  doubt  be  entertained  that  the 

* 

Americans  themfelves  will  confider  it  in  this  light, 
and  not  think  it  neceflary  to  carry  on  a  war  for 
the  intereft  of  their  allies,  againft  a  nation  with 
whom  they  have  fo  many  natural  connections  j 
and  in  \vhofe  favour  we  may  rationally  fuppofe 
fo  many  ancient  prejudices  will  arife,  the  inftant 
all  ideas  of  farther  perfecution  are  removed.  It 
is  rhe  intereft  of  the  contracting  parties,  which  is 
alone  the  guardian  and  interpreter  of  treaties  be- 
tween independent  Hates;  and  this  intereft  will 
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evidently  run  as  much  in  favour  of  England, 
when  England  difcovers  unequivocal  inclinations 
for  peace,  as  it  did  before,  againft  her.  It  was. 
the  intereft  of  France  to  feparate  fo  large  a  portion 
of  territory  from  Great-Britain,  whom  fhe  juftly 
confiders  as  her  moil  formidable  enemy ;  it  was 

equally  iaterefl  to  throw  down  all  barriers 

j.       s 

to  the  American  commerce,  which  opened  fuch 
unbounded  views  to  the  ingenuity  of  her  manu- 

, 

faclurers,  and  fuch   ample  refourees   to  the   em* 

•  i 

fcauraffnients  of  her  finances.  Nor  was  it  lefs  the 
intereft  of  the  Americans  to  accept  the  overtures 
and  alliance  of  every  power  which  was  hoflile  to 
this  country,  and  offered  to  fupport  their  inde- 
pendence againd  its  attacks.  An  alliance  founded 
upon  thefe  principles,  will  neceiTarily  remain  firm 
and  indiiieluble,  fo  long  as  the  common  interefts 
of  the  contracting  parties  coalefce  :  but  let  either 
of  them  completely  acquire  the  objects  of  its 
willies,  and  ample  fcope  is  given  to  all  the  mo- 
tives of  envy,  jealoufy,  and  diftruft,  to  exert 
their  power,  and  gradually  corrode  the  bands  of 
union.  •„ 

Thus,  it  appears  evident,  in  whatever  light  we 
conGder  the   fubiect.,  that   acknowledging  the  in- 
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dependence  of  America,  isaneccflary  preliminary 
of  peace  :  for  it  will  either  fo  completely  fatisfy 
the  intereft  and  ambition  of  all  our  enemies,  that 
no  material  opposition  will  be  made  to  its  ratifi- 
cation ; 


cation ;  or  fhould  it  fail  to  have  that  effect.,  will- 
render  the  Americans  fo  hike- warm  and  indifferent 
to  the  common  caufe,  that  we  may  naturally  pro- 
mife  ourfelves  happier  fortune  again!!;  our  remain- 


ing enemies. 


Some  gentlemen  indeed  feem  to  imagine,  that 
it  is  not  neceilaiy  to  make  fuch  Sacrifices,  and 
that  a  reconciliation  may  be  effected  with  America* 
on  terms  fimilar  to  what  we  have  granted  the 
Iriih.  But  till  they  mall  take  the  trouble  of  €x- 

s 

plaining  the  reafons  of  this  opinion,  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  it  is  more  calculated  to  flatter  the 
remains  of  national  pride,  than  founded  upon 
any  real  knowledge  of  the  fubjecL 

It  is  no  fecret  that  a  commiffion  has  been  fent 
over  from  the  American  congrefs  to  five  commif- 
fioners  in  Europe  to  treat  of  peace,  when- 
ever Great-Britain  fhall  be  inclined  to  accede  to 
thofe  terms  which  are  eflential  to  its  conclu- 
fion;  It  is  alfo  certain  that  feveral  of  the 
American  agents,  arnongil  whom  Dr.  Franklin 
may  be  numbered,  have,  both  in  their  conver- 
fation  and  letters  expreflfed  the  mod  fincere  defire 
of  terminating  the  prefent  waffe  of  human  blood, 
by  a  fpeedy  reconciliation  with  this  country ;  nor 
do  I  doubt  that  there  is  ilill  fufficient  arFeclioa 
remaining  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  Americans, 
fo  make  them  defire  every  degree  of  profperity  to 
this  country,  which  is  confident  with  the  freedom, 

intereft 


interefl,    and  honour  of  their  own.     It  is  alfo 
equally  certain,  that  not  one  of  thefe  commiffi6n^ 
ers,  amongft  whom   are  included   Dr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Laurens,  have  ever  given 
the  preferit  miniftfy  the  lead  hops  that  any  part  of 
America  would  relinquish  its  independence,   for 
any  terms  or  advantages  propofed  by  Great- Bri- 
tain; on  the   contrary,  I   have  every    reafon  to 
believe,  that  this  has  been  the  uniform  language 
6f  all   the  American   agents  who  have  been  con- 
fulted  upon  the  fubjecl:  "  Great-Britain   by  her 
"  pride,  her  ififolence,  her  unjuft  attempts  to  re- 
"  duce  the  colonies  to  fcrvitude,  has  compelled 
rc  them  to  reuft  by  arms  the  intended  invafion  of 
"  their  rights.     In  the  profecution  of  this  juftifi- 
"  able  refidance,  they  have  declared  themfelves 
"  independent;  becaufe,  neither  duty,  compa<5r, 
<£  nor  allegiance,  can  fubfifl  between  the  oppref- 
*'  for  and  the  opprefled;  between  the  nation  that 
"  aims  a  mortal  droke  at  the  exigence  of  ano- 
C£   ther,  and  the   people  that  takes   up  dcfenfive 
*•'  arms  to  vindicate   itfelf  from  flavery  and  de- 
*c  ftru'clion.    But  Providence  has  uniformly  blatf- 
*'  ed  the  ambitious  deiigns  of  England,  and  fa- 
*'  voured  the  druggies  of  the!  hirteen  States,  that 
**  through  fuch  difficulties,  through  fo  many  va- 
*£  rious  fortunes,  through  fuch  a  dorm  of  blood 
"  and   death,    have  perfeVered  in  the  generous 
*'  dcfign  of  maintaining  the  rights  of  nature  and 
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Ce  the  common  caufe  of  the  human  fpecies.  If 
Great- Britain,  unenlightened  by  all  the  paft,  un- 
taught by  her  own  calamities,  ftillperfifts  in  her 
"  former  arrogance,  and  dreams  of  binding  the 
<c  hitherto  unconquerable  minds  of  the  Americans, 
"  let  her  collect  all  her  remaining  forces,  and  ga- 
" ther  auxiliary  troops  of  mercenaries  from  all 
<c  the  tyrants  that  deal  in  human  blood,  to  make 
'*  a  laft  decifive  trial  of  her  fortune.  She  has 
"  already  abridged  all  other  rights,  and  fevered 
"  every  other  tie,  by  appealing  to  the  fword;  and 
"  the  fword  is  now  the  only  charter  of  dominion, 
*;  by  which  (he  muft  hope  to  rule  over  American 
"  fubjeds.  Does  fhe  imagine  that  the  ghaftly 
"  wounds  of  a  feven  years  civil  war  are  to  be 
"  clofed  in  an  inllant  by  the  charm  of  a  fallacious 
"  lenity  r  Or  that  the  Americans  can  fo  foon  for- 
e<  get  the  injuries  they  have  icceived,  their  pro- 
i:  perty  walled,  their  towns  deftroyed,  their  coun- 
"  try  defolated,  and  every  degree  of  hoftile  in- 
"  fult  and  cruelty  offered  to  their  families  and 
"  themfelves  ?  Are  thefe  the  potent  arguments 
'•'  which  are  to  induce  them  to  refign  the  price 
<c  of  all  their  victories,  and  truft  themfelves  again 
t:  to  the  compaftion  of  a  Britifh  government,  at 
"  the  expence  of  all  that  is  manly,  juft,  or  noble, 
"  either  in  na  i.ns  or  individuals?  Is  it  for 
"  thefe  benefits,  fo  feelingly  enforced,  that  they 
<;  are  to  defv-rc  allies  that  have  fupported 
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ff  them  in  the  hour  of  danger,  cherifhed  the  rif- 

"  ing  hopes  of  their  infant  Rates,  and  dared  the 

"  vengeance   and  the   fhock  of  the  proudeft,  if 

"  not  the  moll  powerful  nation  in  the  univerfe  ? 

"  Or  does  the  fame  delufion  which  made  the  En- 

"  glifh  promife  themfelves  fo  eafy  a  conqueft  in 

"  the  beginning,  make    them  now  imagine   that 

"  the    Americans  are    to    be    fubdued  by  policy, 

"  after  having  proved  themfelves  unconquerable 

"  by  arms?  Why  elfe  do  they  think  of  propofing 

"  terms  which  they  mufl  know  would  be  rejeded 

"  with  fcorn  by  every  people  that  is  not  delivered 

"  up  to  infatuation  ?  Shall  the  Americans  brand 

"  themfelves  with  every  epithet  of  perfidy  and 

*;  falfehood,  violate  the  unblemiflbed   honour  of 

"  their  new  republicks,  and  deprive  themfelves  of 

*'  the  future  favour  and  afliftance  of  all  Europe, 

"  that  mufl  be  witnefs  of  their  ihameful   ingrati- 

et  tude,  only  that  they  may  deliver  themfelves  up 

"  to  the  very  people  that  has  been  fo  long  armed 

"  for  their  deflruc~tion. — They  are  not  fo   igno- 

"  rant  of  the  feelings  of  eflablifhed  governments 

"  towards  thofe  that  are  denominated  rebels,  or 

<s  what  they  mufl  themfelves  expeft  even  from  the 

"  moment  of  their  accepting  fo  unifier  a  league. 

"  As  to  the  pretended  conceflions  which  are  fome- 

"  times  made  to   rebellious   fubjecls,  they  are   at 

'•'  befl  but  authorized  frauds,  to  difarm  the  intended 

44  vicltms  of  future  cruelty  and  revenge.     Is  there 
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"  in  all  the  wide  extent  of  hiftory,  that  baneful 
"  catalogue  of  human  crimes  and  mifevies,  a 
"  fingle  inftance  of  thefe  involuntary  conceflions 
"  which  has  not  been  revoked,  without  regard 
to  faith  or  humanity,  the  very  moment  whr.n  it 
<l  might  be  attempted  with  impunity  ?  And  what 
"  is  there  in  the  nature  of  the  Britifti  govern- 
41  ment,  that  fhould  produce  an  exception  in  its 
"  favour  ?  We  are  not  ignorant  of  the  mutability 
"  and  inconfiftency  of  its  counfels;  thofe  coun- 
fels  which  fometimes  menace  the  fecurity  and 
44  independence  of  all  the  furrounding  nations, 
"  fometimes  folicit  peace  with  the  holy  fervour  of 
"  primitive  Chriftianity.  If  the  Englifh  themfclves 
"  repofe  an  implicit  faith  in  her  new  adminiftra- 
"  tion,  it  is  not  fo  with  the  Americans,  it  is  not 
"  fo  with  the  reft  of  mankind.  We  know  that 
the  fame  breath  which  has  blown  up  the  bubble, 
that  now  dances  upon  the  atmofphere  of  nati- 
onal conceit,  may  diifipate  its  unfubilantial  fa  - 
"  brie,  and  breathe  again  thofe  peftilential  vapours 
"  which  lately  threatened  the  deftruftion  of  half 
"  mankind.  As  to  the  Englifh  themfclves,  if  (hey 
"  have  voluntarily  joined  in  this  profcription  of 
*'  the  Americans,  what  faith,  what  confidence  is 
to  be  givxm  to  a  barbarous  unfeeling  nation, 
"  that  only  fufpends  its  cruelties  from  an  inability 
"  to  purfue  them  ? — If,  on  the  contrary,  as  ibme 
<f  pretend,  they  have  been  relu&antly  compelled 
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te  to  fanclify  outrages  which  they  difapprove,  on 
ce  what  pretence  do  they  attempt  to  modify  the 
"  rights  of  others,  who  are  incapable  of  defending 
"  their  own.  Let  them  therefore  underfland,  thafc 
ft  whether  their  chara6leriilic  be  cruelty  or  weaknefr, 
"  we  will  neither  confide  in  the  one, nor  fhare  in  the 
"  mifchievous  confequences  of  the  other.  We 
<c  will  remain  fixed  to  that  fpot  where  fortune  and 
66  Providence  have  eftablifhed  the  foundations  of 
IC  our  rifing  empire,  by  the  ager.cy  of  our  own 
"  fortitude  and  virtue.  If  England  thinks  that 
"  fhe  can  r>um  us  from  the  folid  bafts  on  which 

t  ,    . 

"  we  now  (land  (inn,  let  her  approach  with  all 
'*'  her  remaining  forces,  and  make  the  dangerous 

o  o 

Ci  experiment.  If,  on  the  contrary,  {he  has  had  fuf- 
"  ficientexperienceof  her  ownweaknefs,and  willies 
"  to  give  the  world  and  herfelf  fome  interval  of 
"  repofe,  let  her,  as  a  preliminary,  defift  from  all 
"  the  fchemes  of  wild  and  fruillefs  ambition.  Let 
"  her  equally  lay  adde  the  projecls  of  fiaud  and 
*f  violence  •,  nor  attempt,  by  the  contemptible 
"  arts  of  crooked  policy,  to  deceive  thofe  whom 
"  flie  is  unable  to  conquer.  Let  her  meet  the 
"  Americans  with  fincerity  and  magnanimity  ;  let 
"  her  make  all  the  atonement  which  is  within 
"  her  power  to  thofe  ihe  has  injured,  by  defi fling 
(l  from  new  attempts  to  injure.  As  to  our  inde- 
£C  pendence,  in  the  ampleft  lenfe  that  can  be  given 
"  to  the  term,  we  do  not  alk  it  of  England  or  h,  r 
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mimflers,  becaufe  it  is  not  theirs  to   give  ;  we 
"  already  hold  it  from  Heaven  and  the  points  of 
"  our  (words  ;  and  upon  thefe  alone  fhall  we  de- 
*'•'  pend  for  its  prefervation.    Yet  if  {he  fairly  and 
*'"  honourably  treat  with  us  upon  thefe  terms,  we 
"  fhall  acknowledge  it  as  a  proof  of  her  fmcerity, 
"  and  accept  it  as  a  pledge  of  offered  pence.     By 
"  thefe  means,  the  memory  of  pail  injuries  may 
"  be  gradually  obliterated,  and  fhe   may  yet  find 
"  in  a  participation  of  our  commerce,  the  furell 
"  prop  of  her    declining    opulence,  and  in  OUT 
(e  returning  afJeclion  and  future  alliance,  no  con- 
e'  temptible  fupport    of  her    remaining    empire. 
ct  But  let  her  at  length  underftand  the  real  limits 
"  of  her  power,    and    defift  from    the  attempt 
"  to  unite     and    reconcile    contradictions.     The 
"   two     alternatives     are      indeed     before     her, 
" .  and    fhe    may    take  her    choice ;     a    firm    and 
45  profitable    peace,  accompanied  \\ith   the  inde- 
pendence of  the  colonies,  or  a  war  of  hatred, 
"   revenge,  and  fury  to  reduce    the  Americans  to 
c;   fervitude,  or  perifh  in  the  attempt.     More  than 
"  this,  neither  fortune,  nor   Heaven  allows;  nor 
'"'  her  own  ungovernable  madntfs,  which  has  com- 
"  pelled  the  Americans  to  feize  that  independence 
which  fhe  now  in  vain  endeavours  to   witholJ, 
"  and  compleated  the  difmexnberment  of  the  em- 
'-  pire." 

This, 
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This,  or  nearly  this,  I  have  reafon  to  believe, 
has  been  the  language  of  the  American  agents, 
whenever  they  have  been  confulted :  fhould  I  be 
miftaken,  or  endeavour  to  miflead,  it  will  be  no 
difficult  matter  to  convict  me  of  ignorance  or 
falfehood.  In  the  mean  time,  I  cannot  help 
fuppofing  this  representation  to  be  a  jufl  one,  and 
drawing  fome  conclufions  from  it,  which  merit  all 
the  attention  of  the  public. 

It  mull  appear  evident,  that  no  conclufion 
whatever  can  be  admitted  from  the  fituation  of 
the  Iiifh  to  that  of  the  Americans,  excepting  that 
a  weak  and  oppreflive  government  wiJl  produce 
iimilar  effects  in  every  part  of  its  dominions.  The 
Irifh  have  obtained  every  thing  they  demanded : 
they  afked  for  a  free  trade ;  that  free  trade  has 
been  granted  them ;  they  difclaimed  the  authority 
of  the  Britiih  parliament;  that  point  too  has  been 
given  up ;  and  they  now  declare  themfelves,  as 
they  have  every  reafon  to  be,  contented  with  the 
concellions  of  the  government.  They  have  never 
voted  themfelves  independent,  never  entered  into 
foreign  alliances,  never  feen  their  country  ravaged, 
or  themfelves  profcribed,  under  the  pretence  of 
refloring  conftitutional  liberty  and  happinefs. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  half  of  thefe 
conceffions  offered  to  the  Americans,  when  they 
petitioned  in  the  year  1775,  would  have  prcfervod 
their  union  with  this  country  inviolate,  ;u;d  pre- 
vented 


vented  all  the  rflifchiefs  which  have  fince  enfued. 
But  that  period  is  irretrievably  paft,  and  never  can 
return.  The  colonies  are  now  in  actual  pofleffion 
of  independence ;  they  have  conftituted  internal 
governments,  which  may  perhaps  leave  them  little 
to  regret  in  their  lofs  of  the  Britifh  conftitution ; 
they  have  formed  alliances  with  other  nations, 
upon  the  folemn  compact  of  never  again  fubmit- 
ting  to  a  dependence,  either  upon  this  country  or 
crown ;  they  have  repeatedly  foiled  the  attempts 
of  Great  Britain  to  reduce  them  to  her  depen- 
dence, and  refufed  to  treat  upon  any  other  foot- 
ing than  that  of  independent  nations.  What  is 
there  in  all  this,  fimilar  to  the  prefent,  or  pad  flare 
of  Ireland ;  and  what  can  be  meant  by  the  pro- 
pofal  of  offering  to  the  Americans  the  fame  terms 
we  have  granted  to  the  Irifh,  unlefs  a  pretext  for 
involving  this  country  in  all  the  miferies  of  a  new 
war,  to  fupport  proportions  which  we  are  fure 
\vill  be  rejected  with  contempt  ? — Will  thefe 
terms  be  offered  to  the  Congrefs  ? — But  the  Con- 
grefs have  no  more  power  or  right  to  accept  them, 
than  the  Britifh  parliament  would  have  to  abdicate 
the  independence  of  this  country,  and  make  it  an 
appendage  to  France  or  Spain, — Nay  lefs. — For 
a  Britiih  parliament  we  all  know  is  omnipotent; 
an  attribute  which  I  believe  has  never  yet  been 
claimed  by  Congrefs,  who  are  only  the  deputies 
of  the  feveral  dates,  to  tranfaft  whatever  bufinefs 
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relates  to  the  common  interefls  of  the  confederacy. 
Befide,  we  have  fome  reafon  to  guefs  at  their 
fcntiments  upon  this  fubject,  by  their  treatment 
of  the  Britifli  Commiffioners  in  the  year  1778. — 
Shall  we  then  offer  thefe  gracious  terms  to  each  of 
the  feveral  ilates  that  compofe  the  American  con- 
federacy ?  But  I  have  yet  heard  of  no  overtures 
from  any  of  the  provincial  governments,  which 
fhould  make  us  hope  that  they  would  be  accepted  •, 
and  we  know  it  to  be  a  fundamental  .article  of 
the  American  union,  that  any  flate,  which  (hall 
prefume  to  treat  of  a  feparate  peace,  fhall  be  ac- 
counted a  d.eferter  of  the  common  caufe,  and  a 
public  enemy.  No  way  therefore  would  remain, 
as  we  can  neither  expect  the  Congrefs,  or  any  of 
the  provincial  governments,  to  treat  with  us  upon 
thefe  terms,  but  to  have  the  gracious  propofals  of 
a  repentant  government  printed  and  difperfed  over 
the  country,  for  the  benefit  of  individuals.  And 
as  the  Americans  have  already  had  fome  expe- 
rience of  our  methods  of  protecting  them,  1  leave 
every  one  to  conjecture  the  probable  fuccefs  of 
fuch  a  meafure ;  more  efpeciully  if  we  add  to  it 
the  late  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  againft 
carrying  on  an  o  Sen  five  war  in  America.  In  the 
mean  time  I  fhould  fear,  that  thefe  inconveniences 
micrht  rcfult  from  fuch  a  ttep.  1  he  Congrefs 

r~  i  o 

would  not  fail  to  pafs   the   mod   indignant   votes 
upon  the  OGcalion  j  they,  and  all  the  friends  of 

the 
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the  eftablifhed  governments,  would  paint  this 
conduct  of  the  Englilh  nation  in  the  blacked  co- 

o 

lours  of  perfidy  and  deceit.  They  would  repre- 
fent  us  as  a  nation  devoid  of  honeQy  and  fin- 
cerity ;  fo  determinately  inimical  to  the  liberties 
of  America,  that  we  never,  even  when  we  aflbmed 
the  mod  pacific  appearances,  could  lay  afide  the 
idea  of  endaving  the  colonies ;  that,  as  our 
hodilities  were  replete  with  every  fpecies  of 
cruelty,  fo  were  our  negcciations  with  treachery 
and  falfehood.  What  are  thefe  "  pretended 
"  offers,  would  they  add,  but  a  repetition  of  the 
"  fame  infidious  arts,  which  they  have  fo  often 

ineffediualiy  tried  already  ?  They  know  your 
"  prudence,  and  your  valour,  when  united ;  they 
6i  know  that  you  are  neither  to  be  fubdued  by 
"  force,  nor  circumvented  by  negociation,  and 
"  therefore  they  again  have  recourfe  to  their 
"  wonted  arts,  and  attempt  to  diflolve  that  union 
<c  which  renders  you  fo  formidable.  It  is  im- 

poflible  for  that  haughty  nation  to  confider  you 

in  any  other  light  than  that  of  (laves,  eman- 
<c  cipated  for  a  moment,  but  deftined  fooner  or 
"  later  to  return  to  her  domination.  Even  when 
"  all  the  reft  of  Europe  (hall  have  admitted  your 

independence,  and  folicited  your  alliance,  you 
"  will  be  honoured  with  no  other  title  than  that 
"  of  rebels  by  Great-Britain.  The  hatred  that 
"  (lie  ijQurifhes  againft  you,  for  your  emancipa- 

L  *'  tion 


a 
t( 


(     74     ) 


tf 


tc 


tion,    is  as  unchangeable  and  eternal  as   her 
purpofe    of    reducing    you   again  to   her  do- 
minion, and  making  you  pay  the  accumulated 
"  punifhment  of  your   too   fuccefsful    refiilance. 
This  is  the  fpirit  which  alike  animates  her  wars, 
<e  and   dictates  her  propofals  of  peace.     In  the 
"  one,  fhe  has  ever  been  a  cruel  and  vindictive 
*'  enemy  s  in  the  other,  fhe  is  a  fjlfe,  infidious 
4C  friend.     Even  now,  amidil   all  her  profeffions 
tf  of  returning  amity,  me  cannot  hide  the  venom 
c£   which  is   rankling  in  her  heart,  or  conceal  the 
intolerable  arrogance  which  has  fo  long  guided 
"  all  her  counfels. — Does  fhe  offer  to  treat  about 
a  peace  fo  neceifary  to  her  own  affairs  ? — It  is 
"  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  proves,  that  ihe   ftill  con- 
fiders  herfelf  as  your  rightful  fovereign,  and  you 
t{  as   revoked  fuhjecls,  on  whom   flie  confers  a 
favour,  in  remitting  forne  part  of  your  merited 
punimment.      Though   baffled   fo   often,    and 
"  difgraced,  fhe  flill  treats  with  you  as  a  fuperior; 
cc  and  thinks  the  honour  of  her  alliance  cheaply 
"  purchafed  by  you,  at  the  expence  of  national 
16  honour  and  independence.     Yes,  that  very  in- 
<c  dependence  which  you  pofiefs  as  abfolutely  as 
"  any  people  in  the  univerfe,  ihe  pretends  to  mo-' 
<c  clify,    and  gracioufly    contenting   herfelf    with 
*'  bereaving  you   of  more   than  half  your  rights, 
"  is  willi.  g  that  you  fhould  hold  the  reil  by  the 
ct  charter  of  her  conceflion.     But  it  is  inr        :j!e 
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<s  that  you  mould  be  deceived  by  fuch  contemp- 
"  tible  arts  as  thefe  ;  or  accept  the  olive  as  a  pledge 
"  of  peace,  v/hofe  leaves  are  incapable  of  con- 
"  cealing  the  ferpent  which  entwines  its  branches. 
<c  Pier  offers  are  too  openly  infidious,  and  the 
"  malignity  of  her  intentions  breaks  forth  too 
<:  glaringly,  through  the  veil  of  difTembled  friend- 
(i  {hip,  with  which  (he  endeavours  to  conceal  it. 
She  iees  the  impofnbility  of  conquering  you  in 
"  the  field,  and  therefore  has  recourfe  to  ne°-o- 

o 

*;  ciations,  which  Ihe  hopes  may  win  their  way 
"  where  arms  would  fail.  She  wifhes  to  make 
"  you  lofe  the  confidence  of  your  .  and  the 

'•'  eiteem  of  Europe  ;  thus  will  you  '  >t  more 

<s  expo.fed    to    her    future    machinal  She 

€:  withes  to  fcatter  feuds,  clifunion  ana  -jiihuft 
<:  amongfl  the  ieveral  ftates  that  compofe  the 
<:  American  c  >nfederacy,  and  to  arm  rhem  cne 
"  againft  the  other,  that  the  whole  may  be  more 
l:  eafily  oppreiTed  and  enflaved.  This  is  the 
*:  reafon  why  fhe  refufes  to  treat  with  thofe 
whom  you  have  appointed  to  be  the  arbiters  of 
peace  and  war.  She  knows  too  veil  their  vigi- 
lance, their  prudence,  their  inflexibility ;  fhe 
c:  fears  to  meet  the  guardians  of  your  liberty  in 
cc  council,  as  much  as  to  encounter  your  armies 
in  the  held;  {he  therefore  endeavours  to  eiifnare 
the  ignorance  and  credulity  of  individuals,  and 
"•  by  (battering  fecret  difcontents  and  jealoufies, 
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"  to  open  a  way  for  her  ufurpations.  But  go- 
"  vernments  that  are  founded  upon  principles  of 
4i  juflice,  and  who  claim  no  power  but  what  is 
"  given  them  by  common  fuffrage,  are  unac- 
"  quainted  with  the  fears  and  low  fufpicions  which 
"  never  fail  to  accompany  tyranny.  We  there- 
<c  fore  fubmit  her  propofals  to  you,  confcious 
<c  that  there  is  but  one  light  in  which  every  friend 
"  to  American  liberty  can  confider  them.  Nor 
"  do  we  fear,  that  thofe  who  have  toiled  fo 
'•'  nobly  through  fuch  a  conteft.  to  eftablifh  the 
"  foundations  of  the  only  free  governments  in  the 
"  univerfe,  will  tamely  yield,  without  an  equiva- , 
"  lent,  the  reward  of  all  their  labours.'3 

Should  any  one  be  difpofed  to  treat  me  as  the 
advocate  of  American  independence  for  expa- 
tiating upon  thefe  topics;  without  either  confefling 
or  denying  the  charge,  I  muft  obferve,  that  it  is 
entirely  foreign  to  the  purpofe.  No  one  can 
doubt  that  the  Congrefs  will  refufe  our  overtures 
for  the  future  dependence  of  America,  fhoukl  fuch 
overtures  be  made.  Nor  will  they  be  contented 
ivith  a  iimple  refufal;  it  is  equally  certain,  that 
they  will  employ  their  whole  addrefs  to  repreferit 
thefe  overtures,  in  the  blacked  colours,  to  the 
body  of  the  people.  Whether  they  are  actuated 
by  a  noble  ambition  of  raifing  the  glory  of  their 
country,  or  by  the  low  deiire  of  preferving  their 
own  authority  alone,  this  will  equally  be  their 
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conduct.  Even  the  advocates  for  propofing  to 
the  Americans  terms  fimilar  to  thofe  we  have 
granted  the  Irifb,  are  of  this  opinion;  fince  they 
affert,  that  neither  the  agents  of  the  French,  nor 
of  the  Congrefs,  will  be  able  to  prevent  the  recon- 
ciliation which  they  imagine  muft  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  liberal  conceflions.  No  one 
therefore  can  accufe  me  of  Angularity  for  writer- 
taming  an  opinion,  which  is  even  admitted  by 
thofe  who  difler  widely  from  me  as  to  th<  reft ; 
and  the  reflections  which  I  have  attributed  to  the 
Congrefs,  are  fuch  as  muft  prefent  themfelves  even 
to  the  moil  fuperficial  underftandings. 

Placed  as  1  am,  at  an  awfu?  diftarice  from  the 
profound  myfleries  of  government,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  dccyp her  accurately  the  intentions  of  our 
rulers.  Many  circum fiances  may  make  h  inex- 
pedient that  the  mazes  of  flare-policy  fhould  be 
expofed  to  vulgar  eyes ;  and  therefore  we  ought 
to  wait  with  a  becoming  patience,  for  the  fuccefs 
of  thofe  negociations  which  are  now  carrying  on. 
But  it  is  impoihble  for  any  man  who  has  been 
an  anxious  witnels  of  the  public  calamities,  during 
the  prefent  ill-omened  conteil,  not  to  form  con- 
jectures about  the  future.  Thefe  conjectures  it 
is  the  diftinguiihed  privilege  of  every  Englishman 
to  dare  to  offer  to  the  public  •,  the  meanelr  citizen 
enjoys  this  right  in  common  with  the  proudetl ; 
and  the  experience  of  fume  pad  years  does  not 

tend 


tend  to  prove,  that  either  virtue   or  ability  fs  en- 
greffed  by  thofe  who  poffefs  the  higheft  ftations. 

I  (hall  therefore  obferve,  that  the  terms  now 
offered  to  the  Americans,  either  contain  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  their  independence,  or  propo- 
fals  for  fome  limited  dependence  on  this  country. 
In  the  firfl  cafe,  there  is  little  reafon  to  doubt, 
that  they  will  be  attended  with  the  deiired  fuc- 
cefs  :  and  a  peace  will  be  no  longer  delayed  than 
till  the  different  claims  of  the  contending  parties 
can  be  p.djufled.  On  the  fecond  fuppoiition,  I 
•wi-!  venture  to  predict,  uiat  all  propofals  for  the 
dependence  of  America  on  Great-Britain,  however 
modified,  will  be  reje&ed  \vith  fcorn  by  the  Con- 
grefs,  and  all  the  ruling  powers  in  that  country. 
I  hare  fufficiently  ftated  my  reafons  for  this 
afferticn ;  but  it  is  a  fpeculation  of  the  moil  inte- 
refling  nature  to  enquire,  what  will  be  the  con^ 
duel  of  our  miniilers  in  cafe  of  fuch  a  refufal. 

Some  perfons  may  poffefs  that  fervour  of  ima- 
gination, which  may  lead  them  to  think,  that  the 
revolution  of  power  in  this  country  will  produce 
a  fzmilar  one  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic. 
They  doubtlefs  dream,  that  when  the  Britiih  offers 
fliall  be  difperfcd  ovc  the  country,  the  people  will 
either  compel  their  rulevs  to  accept  them,  or  take 
v.p  aims  to  dcpofe  both  Magistrates  and  Congrefs ; 
sliat  all  America  will  forget  Loth  republicans 
and  independence,  and  unite  to  celebrate  the ' 
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praifes  of  a  patriot  adminiftration,  in  a  tranfport 
of  gratitude  and  loyalty.     As   to  myfelf,    what- 
ever joy  it  would  give  me  to  fee  the  inhabitants  of 
Boiton   and  Philadelphia  approaching  the  throne 
with  loyal  and  conftitutional  addrelfes,  I  cannot 
help  fearing,  that  we  are  far  removed  from  fuch  an 
aufpicious  asra.     We  know  that  the  attachment 
of  mankind,  either  to  natk>nal  manners   or  forms 
of  government,  bears  no  proportion  to   the  com- 
parative excellence  of  the  objects ;  if  indeed  it  be 
poffible  to  eflablim  a  criterion   to  judge  of  things 
which  are  reducible  to  no  common  principles,  and 
which  vary  with  every  guft  of  national  prejudice 
or  opinion.     All  the  reprefentations  of  European 
elegance  or  enjoyment",  would  no  more   tempt  a 
Kamtfchatkan  from  his  cave,  or  an  Iroquois  from 
his  fore  (I ,  than  the  love  of  favage  liberty  and  in- 
dependence would  induce  an  Engliih  nobleman  to 
throw  afide  the  trappings  of  his  exalted  Nation, 
and  take   refuge  in  eternal  fnows,  or  pathiefs  de- 
ferts.     How  often  do  we  fee  the   opinions  that  in 
one  country  are   treated  as  the  excels  of  wicked- 
nefs   and   impiety,  confecrated  by   altars,  priefts, 
and  temples,  amidft  their  neighbours ;  while  the 
reverence  for  a  particular  name  or  family,  which 
is  confidered  as  loyalty  and  honour  on  one  fide  of 
a  river  or  mountain,  fball  be  reprobated  as  treafon 
and  rebellion  on  the  other!-  -Whatever  reverence, 

therefore. 
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therefore,  we  may  feel  for  the  Englifli  conftitution, 
whatever  bleflings  we  may  imagine  it  capable  of  im- 
parting, it  is  impoflible  to  deny,  that  the  Ameri- 
cans may  entertain  very  different  ideas  upon  the 
fubjecl;.  The  fplendour  of  a  court,  the  advan- 
tages of  an  hereditary  monarchy,  the  facrcd  name 
of  King  itfelf  may  be  in  fome  minds  fo  flronglv 
aifociated  with  the  ideas  of  unlimited  power,  and 
the  purpofe  of  enflaving  mankind,  that  they  may 
excite  no  favourable  impreilions.  Whether  from 
reafon,  obftinacy,  or  error,  we  knoiv  that  thefe 
are  the  fentiments  of  the  Americans;  at  leaft  a 
large,  if  not  the  largeft  part  of  this  nation  has  been 
accuftomed  to  reprefent  them  in  this  light.  But 
if  the  natural  bent  of  their  difpofitions  has  long 
inclined  them  to  independence  and  republicanifm, 
it  will  be  difficult  to  affign  a  reafon  why  they 
fhould  entertain  more  moderate  ideas  at  prefcnt. 

But  Ihould  they  perfift  in  thefe  ideas,  mould 
they  rejecl  the  offered  terms  with  the  contempt 
which  I  am  perfuaded  they  will  feel  for  every 
propofal  of  dependence,  what  conduct  is  this 
country  to  obferve? — Are  we  to  depart,  at 
length,  from  all  our  lofty  pretcnfions,  and  grant 
the  long-contefted  boon;  are  all  the  finofpun 
fchemes  of  political  coimedion  to  bediflbhed; 
ali  hopes  of  returning  allegiance  to  be  facrificed  ; 
are  fifty  thoufand  lives,  and  an  hundred  millions 

of 
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treafure  to  be  wafted  in  vain,  and  only  to 
cement  the  foundation  of  thirteen  republican 
itates :  or  will  our  minifters,  animated  by  a  noble 
defpair,  pafs  all  the  bounds  which  they  had 
before  prefcribed,  and  heedlefs  alike  of  their  own 
profe (lions  and  the  infamy  which  muft  attend  fuch 
grofs  inconfiflency,  openly  engage  themfelves  in  a 
new  war  to  fubdue  the  Colonies  ? 

This  enquiry  is  of  fo  much  importance,  that 
the  illuflrious  characters  who  compofe  the  prefent 
adminiflration  will  certainly  give  the  people 
complete  fatisfaclion  upon  the  fubject.  They 
know  how  much  we  have  already  fuffered,  how 
repeatedly  the  public  confidence  has  been  abufed 
already  by  former  minifters;  they  have  long 
and  feelingly  arraigned  the  bafe  duplicity  and 
falfehood  which  ufed  to  prevail  in  our  councils ; 
and  it  is  to  refcue  us  from  evils  like  thefe,  not 
from  avarice  or  ambition,  or  the  felfifh  defire 
of  advancing  themfelves  upon  the  ruin  of  others 
that  they  have  accepted  the  reins  of  government  j 
every  motive  of  honour,  {hame,  confrftency  rnuft 
incline  them  to  a  nobler  conduct ;  nor  will  they 
deceive  our  wifhes,  or  adopt  the  execrable  art?  to 
\vhich  we  owe  fo  many  miferies. 

Should  they  therefore  be  convinced  that  the 
dignity  of  the  crown,  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution, 
the  unity  of  the  empire,  require  new  wars,  nev/ 
facrifkes,  and  the  inapofition  of  heavier  burthens, 
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they  will  at  leaf!  treat  the  public  with  finceiity, 
and  acquaint  it  with  the  important  change  in  their 
ientimenrs.  This  change  may  indeed  happen,  be- 
caufe  there  is  the  Created  difference  between  a  mi- 

o 

niftry  and  an  oppofition,  and  many  fources  of  in- 
formation and  motives  of  conduct  mud  occur  to 
the  one  which  are  totally  denied  the  other.  But 

/ 

they  will  lay  before  us  the  realbns  which  they  now 
find 'to  expect  fuccefs,  in  fchemes  which  they  have 
fo  often  declared  impra6ticable ;  they  will  (late  the 
remaining  re  fources  of  the  nation  that  infpire  them 
with  'thefe  hopes,  the  intended  expence  and  pro- 
bable duration  of  the  war.  They  will  not  inveigle 

*  c? 

us  from  year  to  year  with  falfe  efti mates  and  fal- 
lacious hopes ;  nor  will  they  delude  the  unwary 
innocence  of  the  country  gentlemen  with  promifes 
of  lowering  their  taxes  from  the  confifcations  and 
forfeitures  of  America.  Should  it  be  neceffary  to 
fend  over  new  armies  with  better  aufpices,  they 
\vill  not  do  it  under  the  mean  pretence  of  defend- 
ing ports,  or  garrifoning  towns.  They  will  alfo, 
I  hope,  think  it  neceffary  to  affign  the  limits  of 
their  own  exertions,  and' the  period  at  \vhich  we 
may  expect  forne  refpite,  whatever  be  the  fortunes 
of  the  war.  Wherever  thefe  limits  may  be  fixed, 
whether  at  public  bankruptcy,  a  feizure  of  all 
private  property  for  the  ufe  of  government,  or 
the  general  depopulation  of  the  land,  it  will  be  fotne 
alleviation  of  our  diftrefies,  to  look  forward  to  a' 
'am  termination;  and  it  will  enable  thofc  who 

want 


want  faith  or  loyalty  to  wait  the  laft  extremity, 
to  feek  over  the  habitable  globe  fome  afylum  from 
the  bleffings  of  the  Englifli  cond  itution. 

In  the  mean  time  I  (hall  endeavour  to  Mate 
thofe  reafons  which  induce  me  to  believe  that  our 
prefent  adminiftration  have  either  already  acceded 
to  the  independence  of  America,  or  mean  to  do 
it,  if  that  condition  iliould  be  infilled  upon  as  a 
preliminary  of  peace.  Thofe  gentlemen  while 
they  were  out  of  power  have  been  accuilomed  to 
make  the  American  war  the  fubjecl  of  their  fe- 
vered and  mod  popular  invectives.  According 
to  them,  the  defiffn  to  fubdue  the  colonies  was 

'  O 

equally  unjuft,  abfurd,  'and  ruinous.  All  the 
forces  of  the  Britifh  empire  were  inadequate  to 
fuch  an  attempt,  and  public  bankruptcy  rnuft 
be  the  neqeflary  confequence  of  perfifting  in  the 
enterprise.  With  what  energy,  with  what  elo- 
quence have  they  defcanted  upon  our  declining 
commerce,  our  involved  finances,  the  diilreffes  of 
our  country  gentlemen,  the  miferies  of  the  poor, 
and  all  the  complicated  calamities  which  this  unna- 
tural quarrel. has  produced.  How  often  and  how 
feelingly  have  they  adjured  the  late  adm migration 
to  flop  the  ravages  of  war,  to  re  More  peace  to  an 
exhaufted  nation,  and  to  offer  the  Americans  fuch 
terms  as  they  were  likely  to  accept.  With  thefe 
fentiments  fo  often,  and  fo  folemnly  expreffed, 
they  have  entered  upon  the  management  of  public 

M  2  affairs, 


84 

affairs,  in  order  to  refcue  their  country  from  its 
difficulties  by  a  fpeedy  peace.  But  it  is  impof- 
fible  they  could  mittake  the  terms  upon  which 
alone  it  was  attainable.  They  were  not  ignorant 
of  the  treaties  the  Americans  had  entered  into 
with  France,  of  the  anfwers  of  the  Congrefs  to 
former  propofitions,  of  the  representations  of  the 
American  agents ;  every  thing  concurred  to  en- 
force the  necedity  of  independence,  as  a  prelimi- 
nary or  condition  of  peace.  Unlefs  therefore  they 
intended  giving  up  this  article,  their  inveclives 
and  their  profeflions  muft  have  been  alike  empty 
and  infinceie.  For  what  was  the  crime  of  the 
lafl  adminiftration,  at  leaft  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  and  the  treaty  of  alliance,  but 
refuting  to  grant  the  independence  of  America, 
and  profecuting  the  war  to  make  her  forego  that 
claim  ?  That  adminiftration  never  refufed  to  treat 
on  terms  fhort  of  independence,  nor  did  the  Ame- 
ricans ever  make  any  conciliatory  propofals  to 
that  puipofe  fince  the  year  1776.  But  thofe  mi- 
rrifrers  had  repeatedly  declared,  that  they  never 
would  acknowledge  the  independence  of  America, 
or  defift  from  war  till  the  colonies  had  given  up 
the  claim  ;  and  it  was  to  fave  us  from  the  inevi- 
table ruin  which  mull  have  attended  lo  ra(h  and 
abfurd  a  refolution.  'that  the  rifmg  fpirit  of  the 
nation  has  produced  the  prefcnt  happy  change, 
But  this  change  has  not  b'jen  eOTecled  merely  that 
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the  people  might  be  amufed  with  a  vain  fhadow 
of  ne^ociation  :  this  was  a  talk  for  which  our  late 

o 

minifters  were  as  well  qualified  as  their  fucceflors. 
!\lor  was  it  from  the  hope  that  the  Americans  wou!4 
recede  from  their  haughty  declarations  of  inde- 
pendence, in  favour  of  a  new  admini  ft  ration  ;  fuch 
a  fyftem  might  amufe  the  politicians  of  a  coffee- 
houfe,  or  the  editor  of  a  newfpaper,  but  was  too 
ridiculous  and  unfounded  to  be  adopted  by  men 
of  fenfe,  who  pofTefied  the  genuine  fources  of  in- 
formation. Lead  of  all  was  it,  merely  that  the 
conduct  of  the  war  might  be  fhuffled  from  one 
hand  to  another  :  it  is  the  war  itfelf,  and  not  the 
management  of  it,  that  the  late  oppofition  have 
fo  fuccefsfully  arraigned  ;  nor  have  they  ever  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  well  in  proving  the  incapacity  of  the 
late  minifters  for  carrying  it  on,  as  in  demonftrat- 
ing  that  the  propofed  end  itfelf  was  chimerical, 
unjuft,  and  unattainable.  But  it  was  to  ftop  the 
ravages  of  that  pernicious  war  •,  to  vindicate  our 
declining  commerce  and  agriculture  from  new  and 
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more  intolerable  burthens ;  to  reftore  plenty  to 
their  country,  and  peace  to  Europe,  that  men  of 
milder  principles,  the  patrons  of  public  liberty, 
and  the  genuine  friends  :of  the  people,  have  been 
elevated  to  the  honours  they  now  enjoy. 

Hence  it  feems  to  follow,  that  every  friend  of 
the  prefent  admmiftration  fhould  ftrenuoufly  vin- 
dicate them  from  the  fufpicion  of  meditating  any 
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coercive  war  againft  America.  Such  a  charge 
ynuft  either  include  the  excefs  of  folly  or  dupli- 
city— folly,  if  they  alone  were  ignorant  of  fafts 
which  every  man  of  common  abilities  or  infor- 
mation clearly  underftood  •,  and  duplicity,  if  all 
their  declamations  in  favour  of  peace  meaned  no- 
thing more  than  to  acquire  the  management  of  the 

• 

war.  But  that  degree  or  ignorance  was  abfolutely 
impoilible :  nothing  therefore  remains  but  to  ac- 
cufe  them  of  the  grodefl  infincerity.  For  if,  in 
the  prefent  lituation  of  England,  the  public  inte- 
rest required  that  we  fhould  carry  on  a  war  to  re- 
duce our  colonies  to  forne  modified  decree  of 
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dependence,  what  muft  we  think  of  men  who 
Iiave  uniformly  oppoied  the  very  meafures  they 
are  compelled  to  adopt  at  laft  ?  We  know  too 
iv ell  the  uncertain  nature  of  war;  that  an  oppor- 
tunity once  loft  is  frequently  never  to  be  regained; 
and  the  influence  which  the  opinion  of  vigour  and 
perfeverance  exerciies  over  the  minds  of  rren,  fo 
great  and  univeiial,  that  mankind  are  much  oftner 
conquered  by  their  own  fears  than  by  the  pro-weft 
cf  their  enemies.  1  he  laft  minifiry  had  fome 
title  to  both  thcfe  qualities  ;  they  lavifhed  the  blood 
and  treafures  of  the  nation  as  profufely  as  if  cen- 
turies  of  duration  were  comprized  in  the  prefent 
moment,  and  as  if  America  once  nominally  fub- 
ckn:J  would  fct  us  free  from  any  future  ftruggle; 
did  they  ever  pretend  to  humanity  or  remorfe; 

they 


they  plainly  declared,  with  a  mod  laudable  lince- 
rity,  that  if  they  could  not  conquer  America, 
they  wifhed  to  render  it  an  uninhabited  defert,  a 
fmoaking  pile  of  ruins.  This  was  plain  and  man- 
ly ;  it  was  alfo  confident  with  a  certain  fet  of  prin- 
ciples, which  has  generall-y  had  the  fan&ion  of 
divines,  and,  for  the  curfe  of  human  nature,  has 
always  been  the  favourite  creed  of  princes  and 
flatefmen.  But  what  would  have  b^en  the  con- 
duel  of  their  antagonids  upon  the  fuppofition  I 
am  now  examining  ?  Equally  convinced  of  the 
fatal  neceffity  of  thefe  meafures,  they  mud  have 
ufed  their  whole  addrefs  and  influence  to  render 
them  abortive,  when  their  fuccefs  would  have 
been  attended  with  lefs  lofs  and  blood  -(lied  than  it 
would  be  at  prefent ;  or  e]fe5  againft  their  own 
conviction,  they  mud  become  the  miniders  of 
cruelty  and  injudice,  and  defolate  the  world  mere- 
ly that  they  may  preferve  their  places.  The  ce- 
lebrated vote  of  the  Houb  of  Commons  a  gain  ft 
profecuting  an  ofrenfive  war  with  America,  was 
certainly  the  work  of  the  late  minority;  and  this 
vote  was  a  plain  confeilicn  to  all  the  world  of  our 
weaknefs  and  inability  to  purfue  the  war.  That 
vote,  with  more  than  magic  force,  arreded  all 
our  military  operations,  difarmed  our  veteran 
bandj,  and  added  confidence  and  intrepidity  to 
their  enemies.  That  vote  was  a  compleat  abdi- 
cation of  all  our  boaded  fovereignty  over  America, 
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and  gave  additional  (lability  both  to  the  Pr 
cial  governments  and  the  authority  of  the  Congrefs. 
For  is  it  poflible  that  after  fuch  a  declaration  we 
could  invite  a  fingle  American  to  join  our  banners, 
or  expofe  ourfelves  to  his  derifion,  by  prommng 
pur  protection  ?  To  me  indeed,  and  to  every  man 
that  is  not  poflefled  with  the  chimerical  rage  of 
making  conquefts,  that  vote  appeared  the  only 
mark  of  public  fanity  which  we  have  fhewn  for 
many  years.  Confidered  as  the  pledge  and  har- 
binger of  approaching  peace,  it  feemed  wifely  cal- 
culated to  abate  the  animofity  of  the  colonies3  and 
merited  all  our  gratitude  and  approbation ;  but  if 
it  was  nothing  more  than  a  public  leger-de  main 
to  juggle  the  cards  out  of  hand  into  another,  it 
certainly  was  the  grofleft  inftance  of  public  ab- 
furdity  that  ever  was  exhibited.  Nor  would  it 
folve  the  objection  to  fuppofe,  that  no  offenfive 
war  was  to  be  waged  with  the  Americans,  but 
only  with  the  French,  till  they  gave  up  the  treaty 
of  alliance  and  the  independence  of  the  colonies, 
If  the  French  demand  immoderate  terms  of  peace, 
we  ihall  be  compelled  to  carry  on  a  war,  not 
againft  the  independence  of  America,  but  for  our 
defence.  But  it  will  be  neceflkry  to  prove  this  in 
a  fatisfactory  manner,  both  to  this  nation  and  to 
Europe  at  large,  by  expofing  the  terms  that  had 
been  offered  by  us,  and  refufed  by  them,  othei'- 
wife  it  muli:  appear  the  vileft  political  quibble  that; 

ever 


ever  difgraced  a  nation;  and  only  intended  to  lull 
one  enemy  afieep,  till  we  had  difpatched  the  reft, 
and  could  return  with  additional  force  for  his  de- 
ftru&ion.  Such  .conduct  I  am  afraid,  inflead  of 
fervihg,  would  only  prejudice  our  caule  in  the 
pyes  of  all  mankind,  by  adding  the  imputation  of 
treachery  to  hat  of  violence  ;  and  wou'ld  fo  to- 
tally alienate  the  Americans,  by  railing  unconquer- 
able fufpicions  of  our  fmcerity,  as  would  render  all 
reconciliation  impoffible. 

Nothing  therefore  remains  but  to  fuppofe,    that 
as  our  minifters  are  men  of  fenfe,  and  pledged  to 
the  people  by  every  motive  that  can  a 61  on  gene- 
rous minds,  they  really  mean  to  purfue  that  con- 
duct which  honour  and  public  utility  equally  re- 
quire; and  to.  give  us  that  peace,   which  it  is  cer- 
tainly in  their   power  to  beftow,  and  which  our 
dirTiculties  and  diftreiTes  fo  loudly  demand.     This 
is  certainly  ths  wifli  of  the  founder,  and  I  believe 
at  prefent  cf  :he  moll  numerous  part  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and  the  experience  of  every  hour  will  add 
new  converts  to  the  opinion.     Whatever  may  be 
the  frantic  exultations  or  chimerical  projects  of  a 
few,  the   wifer  individuals  of  every  party,  think 
that  we  have  made  a  fafficient  trial  of  fortune,  and 
that  the  prefent  ftrength  of  our  enemies  is  fo  over- 
proportioned  to  our  own,  that  it  is   a  fufficient 
glory  to  have  been  fo  well  able  to  act  upon  the 
defenfive.     They  fee  that  the  projecl  of  deftroy- 
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ing  the  navies  of  France,  Spain  and  Holland,  is  as 
chimerical  as  it  is  unjuft ;  and  that  were  it  more 
practicable  than  it  is,  the  reft  of  Europe  is  too  in- 
tent upon  its  own  commercial  interefts,  to  fuffer 
the  balance  of  naval  power  to  be  entirely  deftroy- 
ed.  and  fo  great  an  acceflion  of  ftrength  thrown 
into  hands  thai  have  not  always  ufed  it  with  the 
greateft  moderation.  As  to  America,  all  parties 
are  now  agreed,  excepting  a  few  hot-headed  zea- 
lots, that  ihe  has  nothing  to  fear  from  the  attacks 
of  England  :  and  that  no  future  connection  can 

D  ' 

fubfiu  between  the  two  countries,  but  the  volun- 
tary ties  of  friendfhip  and  mutual  interelt. 

In  this  fituation,  ever  thing  concurs  to  make 
the  people  d^inous  of  accepting  peace,  and  to  in- 
duce .he  minifuy  to  grant  it.  Every  order  of 
men  will  rejoice  to  fee  a  termination  of  public 
cliflicultits  and  impofitions,  excepting  the  few  who 
might  have  promoted  a  vile,  partial  intereft,  by 
ihe  continuation  of  the  war.  Whatever  may  be 
the  murmurs  of  that  fet  of  men,  they  will  foon, 
fubfide,  extinguiihed  by  the  voice  of  a  grateful 
ration,  that  will  fooner  or  later  learn,  by  its  own, 
comparative  feelings,  the  difference  between  a  full 
ijrsd  fafe  enjoyment  cf  the  fruits  of  its  induihy,  a 
circuiTif,  ance  fo  ncceflary  to  all,  and  the  empty 
trii;i;',ri>s  of  fuch  a  \var  as  we  now  carry  on  al- 
ways balanced  by  contrary  fortune,  and  attended 
ly  incrcaf.rg  poverty  and  diilrefs.  Thefe  re- 
flexions 


flexions  appear  to  me  fo  folid  and  unanswerable, 
and  at  the  fame  time  To  important  to  this  country 
in  the  prefent  moment,  that  I  could  not  refill  the 
impulfe  of  laying  them  before  the  public;  what- 
ever perfonal  danger  or  inconvenience  may  attend 
the  publication  of  unpalatable  truths,  ib  little 
difguifed  by  artifice  or  flattery,  that  they  may 
difguft.  even  thofe  who  cannot  difpute  their  au- 
thority. 

It  may  be  afked,  why  I  alone  have  thus  flood 
forth,  and  pretended  to  inftrucl  a  nation.  Many 
will  tax  me  with  folly  and  prefumption ;  many 
will  arraign  me  as  the  friend  of  America,  and 
enemy  to  the  glory  of  my  country ;  fome  may 
perhaps  accufe  me  of  fecret  intereft,  or  difguifed 
ambition.  As  to  any  of  thefe  charges,  I  ihould 
confider  them  with  indifference  and  contempt, 
did  not  the  nature  of  my  fubjecl:  itfelf  prevent  me 
from  pa  fling  them  over  in  filence.  I  ihall  there- 
fore obferve,  that  what  I  have  here  advanced,  is 
little  calculated  to  gain  me  either  patronage  or 
popularity;  none  but  the  real,  difinterefted friends 
of  their  country,  will  either  excufe  the  doQrines, 
or  the  boldnefs  with  which  they  are  enforced; 
and  the  oftly  character  I  can  ever  expect  to  gain 
by  means  like  thefe,  is,  that  of  a  turbulent,  dif- 
contented  man,  incapable  of  leaguing  with  any 
party,  and  dangerous  to  all.  As  to  the  pre- 
fumption which  I  have  ufcd,  it  is  no  greater  than 
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becomes  a  man,  than,  I  think,  becomes  an  Englifls- 
man ;  every  one  is  equally  interefted  in  the  wel- 
fare of  that  fociety  of  which  he  is  a  member  ;  the 
meanefl  can  but  loie  his  all  in  common  with  the 
greateft ;  nor  are  the  trappings  of  ftate  and  gew- 
gaws of  a  crown  of  more  importance  to  the 
monarch,  than  his  cottage  and  humble  fare  to  a 
peafant:  neither  nature,  reafon,  or  juftice,  has 
given  to  a  few  individuals  the  right  of  judging  for 
all  the  reft.  :•'  ;.  ." 

But  as  to  the  heavier  charge  of  favouring  the 
liberties  of  America ,  far  from  attempting  an  apo- 
logy, I  fnall  both  confefs  and  glory  in  the  accu- 
lation.  England  is  indeed  my  country ;  there  was 
a  time  when  -I  gloried  in  the  name  j  and  I  will 
prefume  to  fay,  that  few  have  fhewn  themfelves 
more  completely  Englifh,  either  in  their  principles 
or  conduct,  than  rnyfelf.  But  I  have  never  been 
able  to  cheriih  an  exclufive  partiality  for  any 
country  at  the  expence  ofjufiice  and  humanity; 
and  were  I  capable  of  doing  it,  the  refult  of  all 
my  experience  tends  to  convince  me,  that  the 
real  iritereft  of  no  fociety  ever  was,  or  will  be 
promoted  by  {yilems  which  contradict  the  plaineft 
principles  of  morality.  The  wideft  range  of 
empire,  the  mod  uninterrupted  fucceffes  which 
have  attended  the  guilty  projects  of  ambition, 
have  never  produced  any  other  effect,  than  that 
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of  hurrying  nations  fo  much  the  more  rapidly  to 
their  decline. 

And  much  would  it  conduce  both  to  the  Security 
and  happinefs  of  mankind,  were  this  great  truth 
more  clearly  understood,  or  more  univeffally 
adopted  as  the  principle  of  action.  We  might 
then  expect  to  fee  honeft  ends  purfued  by  honour- 
able means  ;  and  a  care  of  the  elTential  interefls 
of  the  people  fubftituted  to  the  paltry  intrigues 
and  machinations  which  have  fo  long  been  the  dif- 
grace  of  courts  and  ftatefmen.  Thofe  who  claimed 
fuperior  privileges,  or  engroffed  the  powers  and 

diltinctions  of  focietv.  would  think  it  necefTarv  to 
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deferve  them  by  other  arts  than  a  contemptible 
luxury,  an  habitual  practice  of  low  diffimulation, 
or  a  blind  acquiefcence  in  thofe  pernicious  fchemes 
which  alike  fap  the  foundations  of  liberty  and 
public  happinefs.  In  peace,  we  fhould  fee  them 
intent  on  repairing  the  ravages  of  war,  improving 
every  means  of  national  defence,  regulating  the 
morals,  and  adding  to  the  convenience  of  the 
people.  Their  care  and  wifdom  would  correct 
every  abufe,  before  it  increafed  to  a  dangerous 
magnitude ;  nor  would  the  art  of  legislation  re- 
main the  greateft  reproach  to  the  human  under- 
Handing,  and  the  lead  improved  by  the  progrefs 
of  reafon  and  philofophy.  The  laws,  whofe 
clearnefs  and  intelligibility  are  fo  eiTential  to  the 

o  / 

liappinefs   of  the  people,    would   be  adapted   to 
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common  ufe  and  underftandings ;  not  by  reducing 
them  to  one  general  principle  of  promifcuous  def- 
potifm,  an  improvement  \vhich  many  of  their 
profefTors  are  fo  defirous  of  introducing,  but  by 
difentangling  them  from  the  cuftoms  and  per- 
plexity of  barbarous  ages,  from  the  doubtful  force 
of  contrary  decifions,  and  all  the  unmeaning  rub- 
bifh  in  which  they  are  now  involved.  Commerce 
and  agriculture  would  flcurim,  not  by  the  regu- 
lations of  boards  of  trade,  or  the  thoufand  abfurd 
and  contradictory  provifioris  which  difgrace  our 
ftatutes,  and  deter  the  honeil  mechanic  from  the 
exertion  of  his  ingenuity,  but  by  fecuring  to  every 
man  the  produce  of  his  labours,  freeing  induflry 
from  unneceifary  reftraints,  and  bounding  the 
incroachments  of  that  all-devouring  monfter  the 
excife.  Were  it  necefiary  to  engage  in  wars,  thofe 
wars  \vould  be  fo  clearly  juft  and  unavoidable, 
that  there  could  be  no  difpute  about  the  expedience 
of  fupporting  them:  a  wife  ceconomy  would 
manage  thofe  refources  which  are  drawn  from  the 
labours  of  the  people,  nor  would  the  public  con- 
fidence itfelf  be  made  a  reafon  for  its  abufe,  or  the 
public  patience  an  apology  for  the  profufion  of  a 
government. 

Thefe  indeed   are  vifionary  fchemes,  fufBcient 
to  inteiTUpt  the  gravity  of  a  minifter,  Ihould  he 

condtfcend  to  read  them,  or  move  the  riiibility  of  a 
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financeer.     The  deeper  projecls  of  modern  policy 
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of  a  very  different  nature  :  they  confift  In 
melting  down  the  vigour  of  a  nation  by  private 
jind  public  corruption,  tolerating  every  fpecies  of 
abufe,  invading  the  people's  property  by  intole- 
rable taxes,  and  under  that  pretence  fubje&ing 
the  tnoft  innocent  and  indifferent  actions  to  re- 
ft raint.  Wars  of  the  mod  deftru&ive  nature  are 
entered  upon  for  every  purpofe  but  that  of  na- 
tional utility  ;  and  peace  itfelf  brings  no  alleviation 
of  public  burthens,  nor  always  prevents  their  ac- 
cumulation. At  length,  unnerved  and  harrafled, 
entangled  on  every  lide  with  the  inextricable  well 
of  debts,  taxes,  and  penal  laws,  as  well  as  infected 
with  the  fecret  venom  of  all-pervading  influence, 
a  brave  and  generous  people  reiign  all  claim  to 
privileges  it  has  long  difufed,  forgets  that  ever  it 
was  free,  and  finks  into  the  eternal  ileep  of  fer- 
yitude. 

And  fo  unjverfal  have  been  thefe  arts,  fo  general 
their  fuccefs,  that  when  we  contemplate  the  dif- 
ferent regions  of  the  globe,  we  fhall  find  they  have 
almoft  all  in  turn  become  the  viftims  of  avarice 
and  ambition.  Alia  has  been  the  feat  of  imme- 
morial tyranny ;  Africa  fees  all  its  coafts  depopu- 
lated to  fatisfy  the  demand  of  Chriflian  luxury 
for  flaves ;  Europe  itfelf  is  on  the  point  of  yield- 
ing to  the  common  deftiny.  Government,  that 
partial  benefit,  but  univerfal  evil,  becomes,  even 
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from  the  moment  of  its  inflitntion.  the   engine  by 
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which  the  interefls  of  the  many  are  fubmitted  to 
the  caprices  of  the  few.  But  moderate  at  firft  in 
its  pretenfions,  and  fearful  of  exciting  too  power- 
ful an  odium,  it  veils  its  baneful  innovations 
under  the  femblance  of  order,  public  fafety,  an^ 
national  defence.  At  length,  like  a  dream,  which 
flowing  through  an  immenfe  extent,  has  been 
gradually  fwelled  into  a  torrent,  by  the  receflion 
of  a  theuiand  rivulets,  it  rifes  over  every  barrier, 
and  deluges  all,  with  irrefiflible  fury.  Mankind 
have  then  no  other  choice,  but  to  worfhip  the 
idols  of  their  own  creation,  or  to  be  exterminated 
by  the  fv/ord  which  they  have  fooliihly  traded  to 
other  hands-.  From  that  inftant,  there  are  no 
bounds  to  infolence  on  ons  fide,  or  degradation 
on  the  other.  The  nobleft  empires  feem  only 
created  for  the  fport  and  riot  of  a  few  conceited 
families;  all  the  produclions  of  the  earth  are  mo- 
nopolized ;  the  elements  themfelves  become  fubjecl 
to .  hunian  pride ;  and  inan  that  believes  himfelf 
fhe  lord  uf  all,  is  the  ouly  animai  that  ilarvcs 
.  ;u!(l  univeiLil  plenty.. 

7 his  is  the  progrefs  of  every  government;  and 
however  retarded  in  its  courfe,  it  as  invariably 
tends  to  defpctilrn  as  rivers  feck  the  fea  by  the 
laws  of  gravitation.  Can  any  generous  or  hu- 
mane rnind.  therefore,  tha:  is  convinced  of  this 
truth,  behold  with  difapprobation  the  flruggles 
v  ich  are  made  in  any  corner  of  the  glohe  fov 
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liberty.  Will  he  not  wifb  to  fee  the  fpoilers  of 
the  world,  the  enemies  of  common  happinefs, 
checked  in  their  courfe,  and  new  afylums  opened 
to  the  fu tiering  part  of  the  fpecies  ?  But  (hould 
the  conteft  happen  in  the  very  country  of  which 
he  is  a  member,  will  not  a  much  more  powerful 
motive  intervene,  his  own  immediate  intereft ;  at 
leaft  if  he  has  learned  to  attach  other  ideas  to  the 
term  than  that  of  perfonal  eafe  or  fafety,  or  the 
wifh  to  (hare  the  plunder,  and  riot  in  the  fpoils 
of  others  ? 

It  is  upon  thefe  motives  that  I  confefs  I  have 
uniformly  detefted  the  American  war.  No  ex- 
ample could  arife  from  the  fubjugation  of  that 
country,  excepting  a  repetition  of  the  common 
cruelties,  which  under  the  name  of  juflice  or  policy- 
are  praclifed  in  all  conquered  countries  -,  and  par- 
ticularly in  thofe  where  public  violence  is  ftimu- 
lated  «nd  excufed  by  civil  animofity.  The  lead 
that  could  have  been  expeaed,  would  have  been 
executions,  banifhment,  conftfcations  of  property, 
and  the  eftablifhment  of  a  military  government  to 
extinguifh  every  fpark  of  liberty  before  it  fhould 
begin  to  flame.  I  cannot  pretend  to  alTign  the 
limits  of  minifterial  mercy,  but  thofe  that  begin 
by  invading  every  acknowledged  right,  and  de- 
molifhing  every  public  barrier,  will  rarely  end  by 
replacing  them.  On  the  contrary,  the  fuccefs  of 
the  United  States  affords  an  awful  fpeclacle,  which 
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cannot  be  too  often  renewed  for  the   inflru&ion 
of  mankind,  and  the  information  of  fovereigns. 
It  teaches  the  poflefibrs  of  power,  to  ufe  that  power 
with  moderation,    unlefs  they    would  incur  the 
hazard  of  lofing  what  is  fo  dear  to  their  ambition. 
It  teaches   mankind    at   large,     that   neither    the 
vaunted  prowefs  of  mercenary  armies,  the  pof- 
feffion  of  unequalled  riches,  fleets  that  command 
the  ocean,  or  all  the   refources  of '  eftablulied  au- 
thority, are  fufficient  to  prevail  over  minds  that  have 
once  determined  to  meet  death  rather  than  fub- 
mit  to  flavery.     Above  all,  the  eilablifhment  of 
fo  many  free  ftates  upon  the  pure  ft  principles  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  affords   the  moll   con- 
iblatory   prolpe&s  to  every  friend  of  humanity. 
The  fame  fpirit   which   has  Directed  their  foun- 
dation? may    fall  extend  their  limits,  till   the  im- 
menfi    continent  of  America' become  the  feat  of 
happfhefs  and   population, '  and  the   refuge  of  all 
the   miferablej    from     European    tyranny.     How 
clifterenl  is  this  view  of  things  from  that  which  the 
narrow     her      :  of ;  ilfiffi  policy  would  have  pre- 
fe.it:  . ;  ;  policy  which  rather  than  emancipate 

man  arid  w  ;3ieci  to  \vage  war  with  Providence,   and 
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ftop  flic  courle  or  nature  •  to  defolate  the   nobleft 

•  ion  of  the  unfverie,  and  rather  make  it  the 

receptacle  of  noxious  reptiles  and  beads  of  prey, 

than  fuffer  it  to  be  inhabited  by  men  that  clave  to 
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think  for  themfclves,  and  defend  the  privileges  of 
their  exiftence. 

Thefe  were  the  general  principles  upon  which 
I  always  reprobated  the  American  war;  but  when 
I  confidered  its  probable  ccnfequences  upon  the 
lafety  and  happinefs  of  this  country,  motives  of 
private  intereil  concurred  to  augment  my  juft  ab- 
horrence. It  was  too  evidently  begun  upon  p4n- 
ciples  which  had  no  connection  with  public 
utility,  however  the  public  credulity  might  be 
enfnared  to  fuffer  its  continuance.  The  intereil 
of  every  people  conMs  in  a  due  adminiflration  of 
the  laws  which  defend  their  perfons  and  their 
property,  in  a  plenty  of  thofe  things  which  the 
fuftenance  of  life  requires,  and  in  a  freedom  from 
thofe  reftraints  and  impofitions  which  have  fo 
baneful  an  efFecl:  on  commerce  and  agriculture  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.  Could  any  thinking 
man  believe,  that  thefe  falutary  ends  would  be 
promoted  by  the  defolation  of  America  and  the 
deflrudion  of  its  inhabitants  ? — Thofe  gentlemen 
and  merchants  who  aiTented  to  the  meaiure,  with, 
the  laudable  intention  of  lowering  their  taxes,  and 
encreafing  their  markets,  muft  explain  their  own 
ideas :  to  me  it  always  appeared  evident,  that  war 
could  neither  promote  our  commerce,  nor  diminilh 
our  burthens.  Could  the  burning  of  towns,  and 
the  deft  roy  ing  every  fpecies  of  property,  incieafe 
the  American  demand  for  Britiih  commodities,  or 
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contribute  to  the  employment  of  our 
fa&urers  ?  As  much  as  the  extinction  of  liberty 
in  America,  and  the  eftablifliment  of  a  military 
government  there,  would  have  tended  to  preferve 
our  rights  at  home,  and  diffufe  the  bleffings  of  the 
Endiih  conflitution. 

o 

But  every  thing  that  the  oppofers  of  that  dif- 
aftrous  war  predicted  at  its  commencement,  has 
fince  been  fatally  accomplifhed.  Our  burthens, 
infiead  of  being  diminifhed,  are  increafed  to  that 
enormous  magnitude  which  threatens  the  annihila- 
tion of  commerce  and  agriculture.  The  neigh- 
bouring nations  of  Europe,  infiead  of  viewing 
with  indifference  or  appiaufe  the  chaflifement  of 
our  rebellious  colonies,  have  ranged  themfelves 
on  their  fide,  as  was  foretold ;  and  whatever  may 
have  been  the  original  ft rength  of  the  Americans, 
they  have  been  fo  well  fupported  by  our  ancient 
enemies  and  rivals,  as  to  baffle  all  our  paft,  and 
to  be  fecure  from  all  our  future  attempts.  Infiead 
of  that  contribution,  which  was  the  avowed  ob- 
ject of  the  war,  we  have  lofl  the  monopoly  of 
their  commerce,  and  muft  become,  if  we  wifli  to 
regain  any  part  of  it,  fuppliants  to  thofe  whom 
we  difdained  to  acknowledge  as  our  equals.  More 
than  an  hundred  millions  have  been  already  fquan- 
clered  without  the  reduction  of  a  fingle  province; 
and  more  taxes  impofed  on  national  induflry 
than  1  \ull  venture  to  fay,  the  exertion  of  mini- 
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fterial  oeconomy  will  deliver  us  from  in  the  en- 
fuing  century;  though  it  fhould  uniformly  pro- 
ceed in  the  fame  rapid  torrent  with  which  it  has 
begun. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  diftrefies,  a  gleam  of  hope 
breaks  forth,  if  we  deign  to  profit  by  our  paft 
mifcarriases,  and  to  learn  wifdom  from  misfor- 

O        ' 

tune.  Our  late  fuccefles  will  facilitate  the  means 
of  peace,  if  we  are  ferioufly  inclined  to  propofe  or 
accept  the  terms  which  are  adapted  to  our  fitua- 
tion.  Our  enemies  wearied  with  the  ravages  and 
loffes  of  a  doubtful  war,  will  eauly  confent  to 
breathe  from  their  toils ;  the  Americans  will  glad* 
ly  return  to  their  former  peaceable  occupations  ; 
and  all  Europe  will  lofe  its  jealoufy  of  a  nation, 
that  even  in  the  midft  of  victory  can  refign  the 
fpirit  of  conqueil. 

But  perhaps  the  meafure  of  our  calamities  is 
not  yet  full,  and  the  pride  and  folly  which  have 
fo  long  oppofed  our  happinefs,  may  demand  fe- 
verer  expiations  than  any  we  have  yet  offered. 
Our  late  fuccefles,  indecifive  as  they  are,  and  inade- 
quate to  any  other  objects  than  the  acquifition  of 
peace,  may  raife  new  dreams  of  conqueft,  and  re- 
new the  general  infatuation.  A  people  long  ac- 
cuftomed  to  be  deceived,  too  proud  to  yield,  too 
indolent  to  reflect,  too  corrupted  to  be  juft  or  hu- 
mane, may  infill  on  kindling  again  the  flames  of 
war,  and  deluging  the  earth  with  blood.  A  mi- 

nifter 


riifter  felfifh  and  interefted  like  his  predecefToi  s, 
may  feel  more  attachment  to  pomp  and  power 
than  to  the  effential  interefls  of  his  country  ;  with 
boundlefs  ambition,  but  a  contracted  heart,  he  may 
take  advantage  of  popular  delufions  to  violate  his 
own  profeflions ;  or  yielding  to  that  mighty  in- 
fluence againft  which  he  has  fo  long  declaimed, 
may  fteer  the  public  veflel  towards  the  very  fhoals 
he  has  fo  repeatedly  pointed  out,  and  inftead  of 
making  the  port,  leek  for  refuge  amidft  the  ftorm, 
In  this  cafe,  I  cannot  expect  to  avoid  the  ge- 
neral fate,  or  to  efcape  that  ruin  againft  which  I 
have  in  vain  endeavoured  to  warn  my  country. 
But  amidft  all  the  calamities  which  I  forefee  will 
burft  upon  us,  it  will  be  fome  confolation  to 
ine}  to  have  difcharged  the  duties  of  a  virtuous  ci- 
tizen 5  and  without  intereft  or  ambition,  without 
even  the  with  or  hope  of  fame,  to  have  oppofed 
myfelf  to  the  ftream  of  public  prejudice,  and  en- 
forced thofe  falutary  truths,  upon  which  depend 
the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  the  people. 
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